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“Shining our light by welcoming all people, building community, and serving God and neighbor.” 

Bethany Hills  
Worship  
Service &  

Picnic! 
 

This Sunday,  
August 27  

 
Please Join Us! 

Schedule of Events 
9:00 AM 

Worship at ECC  
(Sunday School available for all ages) 

 
10:00 AM 

Depart for Bethany Hills 
 

11:00 AM 
Worship in Lakeside Chapel 

 
12:15 PM 

Covered dish lunch  
(everyone brings food to share) 

 
1:00-5:00 PM 

Swimming, hiking, and relaxing at  
Bethany Hills 



Greetings, my friends: 
 
One of the more beautiful stories in the Bible comes at the end of Genesis, as Joseph’s family 
comes down to settle in the land of Egypt.   They are a large group of foreigners, refugees 
fleeing from a famine, and they were welcomed to Egypt by the Pharaoh – welcomed, given 
food, given a place to live.  It’s one of the better examples of a people making space, of shar-
ing, of recognizing our common humanity. 
 
But Exodus 1:8 comes like a dark cloud blotting the sun.  Suddenly the music gets ominous, 
and you sense something bad is about to happen.  Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did 
not know Joseph.  A new king who didn’t know his history, who didn’t realize that the Israel-
ites had been welcomed in peace, who didn’t realize life is better when you open your arms to 
people than when you try to flaunt your power.  So the new king plotted and manipulated and 
commanded – and the people suffered.  And eventually, things were bad both for the Israelites 
and for the Egyptians themselves. 
 
Three quick lessons from this one short verse: 
 
1.  It’s important to study history, to know our history, to understand how things got to be the 
way they are.   
 
2.  People can live together in harmony. 
 
3.  Relationships are so very important.  It’s so important to build relationships with people 
who may seem different than us, because if we don’t, if we don’t know them, we might start 
making assumptions and thinking they are our enemies. 
 
May we always remember Joseph, our history, and may we open our arms to each other.  
 
Peace & Blessings to you all, 
          
Pastor Jay  

  
 

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did 
not know Joseph.   – Exodus 1:8 

     Thoughts from Jay  

ATTENDANCE 
 

  July 30    ~ one service ~ 10:30 am 134 
  August 6 9:00 am           37 10:30 am 124   
  August 13 9:00 am           35 10:30 am 116 
  August 20 9:00 am           37 10:30 am 122  
   



Mark Your Calendars… 
 
 
August 27 Worship Service and Sunday School at ECC. 9:00 am 
  Worship Service, picnic and more fun at Bethany Hills, 11:00 am 
September 7 Theology on Tap, 6:30 pm (childcare is available!) 
September 9 DDH/Open Table Yard Sale at ECC, 8:00 am 
September 12 Board Meeting, 6:00 pm 
September 17 Inquirer’s Class with Pastor Jay, 9:00 am 
September 20 Fellowship Meal, 5:45 pm 
September 24 Inquirer’s Class with Pastor Jay, 9:00 am with at luncheon at 12:00 pm 
September 30 East Can Yard Sale at ECC, 7:00 am 

Here’s What’s Going On... 

 

Eastwood Kids Programs! 
 
Our kids’ programs have gotten off to a great start! 
 

Our elementary age Sunday School class has grown and is full of bright and energetic 
kids.  We even had to push tables together to make enough room for everyone!  Veronica Bland is their teacher and is thrilled to 
have everyone join her each Sunday in the Noah’s Ark room. 
 

Our preschool/kindergarten Sunday School class is being shared by Katie and Chris Jardieu and Glenna Hoke.  Those kids are 
such a great mix of silly and serious, imaginative and questioning.  We’re blessed to have them all! 
 

We’ll be starting a short and fun Bible lesson and songs in our nursery during the Sunday School hour this week!  I’ll be coming 
into the nursery and teaching them after I drop off our 9:00 worship service kids to Sunday School.  I’m really looking forward 
to spending time with our littlest ones! 
 

Our Sunday evening programs will be off this Sunday while we’re all out at Bethany Hills, but will resume on September 3.  
We’ll be singing in the worship services about once a month, which is always a great opportunity for these young musicians to 
start to serve and be part of the worship in our church community. 
 
Here’s the rundown for all of our Eastwood children’s programs: 
 

Sunday mornings: 
9:00-10:00 a.m. – Children’s Sunday School (Nursery, Ages 3-5, Grades 1-5) 

10:30 service (after Children’s Sermon) – Children’s Worship (Ages 3-8) 
Sunday evenings: 

5:00-6:00 p.m. – Preschool Choir and Children’s Choir 
 

More information will be coming to Eastwood parents about particulars on all of our programs for 
kids this year.  If you’re new and would like to be on our email lists, or if you have any questions, 
please contact Julie Aaron at julie_ecc@bellsouth.net. 

Pastor Jay will be hosting a 2 week "Inquirer's Class" for all who are interested in learning 

more about Eastwood Christian Church and the Disciples of Christ tradition. 
  
  September 17 ~ 9:00 am  
  September 24 ~ 9:00 am, with a class luncheon afterwards 
  
Feel free to invite any friends you think might be interested in learning more as well. 

And please RSVP to Pastor Jay:  jay_ecc@bellsouth.net 

mailto:julie_ecc@bellsouth.net
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Just a reminder from the Worship team that continue to want children of all ages to participate in either 
service as an Acolyte.  If your family is interested in learning more, please reach out to Samantha Law 
at sdlaw@pcgus.com.   

Eastwood will be planning a fall work day at the church to include working outside as well as the fall sanctu-
ary cleaning.  The date has not yet been set but will be set within the next couple of weeks.  Please continue 
to watch the bulletin and mid-week emails for further information.  

Big thanks to Bob Frech and Bruce Howard for all their work on the sanctuary doors. They are beautiful. 
Also a big thanks to Kristina Guisler, Kyle Dean Reinford, Jeremy Page, and Green Chalice for their work 
on the compost bin.  

We are so fortunate to have a dedicated group who give their time and talents to Eastwood. 

Eastwood is now composting food waste in-
stead of sending it to the landfill! In the kitch-
en you will notice a bucket labeled 
“COMPOST” next to the trash can. Now you 
can put food scraps, coffee grounds (and fil-
ters) and non-laminated paper plates and nap-
kins in this bucket instead of the trash can. 
Use it when you are at Eastwood, but please 
don’t bring large amounts of food waste from 

home. If you want to compost at home Kristina and Kyle can teach 
you how!  

kristina_guisler@me.com        kyledeanreinford@gmail.com 

The compost from the kitchen will 
be dumped in the black bin com-
poster by the dumpster. If you hap-
pen to take the compost down there, 
just lift the lid off the bin, dump the 
food scraps in and throw in a hand-
ful of straw. The straw is next to the 
composter. Easy! The youth group, 
with Christy Jo, Kristina and Kyle, 
will over-see most of the compost 
removal, but if you want to help, 
that’s how it’s done! This is just one 
more way Eastwood can shine its 
light!  

This fall is set to be an amazing time for music 
at Eastwood! The choir is back in action, 
sounding great, and we have several new 
members. We barely fit in the loft! We have 
several special worship services coming up 
including our new God on Broadway series 
happening on Oct. 15th and our Taize service 

on Nov. 12th! Plus, our many church holidays this fall. It is sure to be an amazing season of worship. I hope you'll 
join us!  

 

Notes from Wesley 

mailto:sdlaw@pcgus.com
mailto:kristina_guisler@me.com
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Each participant currently signed up to 
support ECC through the Kroger  
Community Rewards program will be  
required to re-enroll his or her Kroger Plus 
card on an annual basis through the  
Kroger.com website. 
 
Re-enrollment for the 2017-2018 program 
will be from August 1 - August 31, with 
the new year beginning on September 1.   
 

Thank you!!! 

 
THIS MONTH IN  

EASTWOOD HISTORY 
 

September 11-14, 2005 

 
A Sunday through Wednesday REVIVAL 
is held in the almost completed sanctuary. 
Former ECC intern, Tim Murtaugh, is one 

of the guest speakers.   

Join the Tennessee Disciple    
Women’s Ministry at Montgom-
ery Bell State Park September 16 
& 17 to explore fear and faith. 
 

Pastor Christy Jo will be the        
resource leader! 
 
Register today: 
TDWM Fall Retreat Registration 

“For you, O Lord, are good and 
forgiving, abounding in steadfast 
love to all who call on you.” 
Psalm 86:5 
 

October 28 

TennSpeed Ride for Education  

20 mi, 30 mi, and 60 mi options!  

www.tennspeedride.org 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55e9d34be4b0ab8467774bff/t/598b1fe9e45a7c5a9c4181f6/1502289898941/2017+Fall+Retreat+Registration+Form++08+05+17.pdf
http://www.tennspeedride.org/


 

 

We are excited to         

welcome Ben Reece  

as our Ministerial Intern 

this year!  He will be 

working with the youth 

group and sponsors 

alongside Christy Jo! 

YOUTH GROUP 2017-2018 
IS OFF TO A GREAT START!!! 

 
Join us at Bethany Hills this Sunday (8/27), next 
Sunday we’ll be off for labor day, & we’ll be back 

to a regular schedule Sunday  September 10th 
from 5-7pm. 

 
If you would like to prepare a meal this semester 

please contact Gina Waters at  

ginasmithwaters@gmail.com 

mailto:ginasmithwaters@gmail.com


Saturday, Oct. 14, 9:00-3:30  
at West End United Methodist Church, 2200 West End Avenue, Nashville 37203 

 
People of all faiths and anyone else who cares deeply about protecting this beautiful, abundant earth and 
all living things sustained by it, are invited to a day of learning and strategizing.   
 
The keynote speaker will be Rev. Fletcher Harper, Episcopal priest and Executive Director of GreenFaith, 
an international interfaith earth care organization.  The title of his talk is:  “I Believe Three Things:  Core 
Values Connecting Religion and the Environment.”   
 
A series of workshops will be offered throughout the day focusing on:  (1) practical steps that local hous-
es of worship can take to be better caretakers of the earth (reducing energy use; earth-friendly care of 
land; reducing waste; etc.;  (2) educational and worship resources that can be used in a variety of faith set-
tings; (3) advocacy strategies for shaping public policy; and (4) models and strategies for integrating earth 
care into the life of your house of worship, including ways to have non-polarizing conversations about 
earth care that are based on shared values.   The day will end with a short interfaith worship service. 
 
The cost (which includes lunch from local caterer Barley to Rise) is:  $20 for Adults and $12 for Youths 
(ages 12-18) and College and Graduate Students.  Child care for ages 0-5 is available for $5/child (see 
more about child care at registration site).  If financial assistance is needed, contact Rev. Paul Slentz at 
pslentz53@gmail.com. 
 
Register at http://bit.ly/SacredCallingConference2017.  Registration deadline is noon, Oct. 11. 
In addition to Tennessee Interfaith Power & Light (Nashville), the conference is sponsored by the Cum-
berland-Harpeth Audubon Society and numerous houses of worship. 
 
For more information, contact Rev. Paul Slentz (pslentz53@gmail.com) or Ms. Aimee Shelide Mayer 
(615) 760-1019. 

http://bit.ly/SacredCallingConference2017
mailto:pslentz53@gmail.com


A Call to Offering 
by Matt Billingslea 

8/6/17 
 
 
Oh Eastwood, Oh Eastwood, look how far we’ve come 
From humble beginnings to ‘Oh so much’ fun 
Like the VBS cookout with hotdogs, burgers and buns 
Or the Thanksgiving Turkey Trot where we find God in a run 
Like the morning dew on our front lawn at the rise of the sun 
Or in all the great work that we try to get done. 
 
 
Oh Eastwood, Oh Eastwood, just look at our amazing staff 
A wild band of servants, shoulders to cry on and great company for a laugh 

Pastor Jay leads with compassion and shares insightful teachings 
With references to Baseball, there is great power in what he preaches 

Not to be out done, when it’s her turn at the pulpit 
Christy Jo brings fresh perspective and helps us cut through the bull…  

Sugar and Spice and all things nice, kisses sweeter than wine 
We will not find a better example of humility, than our wonderful accompanist, Ryan. 

And speaking of music, we raise the roof when we sing 
Especially the choir, with masterful direction from our new MD, Wesley King 

But where would we be without guidance for our children 
We are so lucky to have Julie in charge… she is truly one in a billion 

And finally the simple matter of handling every other little, incessant, minute, endless,  
interminable, infinite, perpetual, unending, ceaseless, eternal, boundless, everlasting detail 
Heidi takes control and steers the ship all with a mastery of her email 
 
 
And while our staff is second to none, the heart and soul of this place comes from the people 
Be it small group gatherings, post-church lunches, or the shared time spent under this steeple 
The elders bring wisdom, experience and love 
The Deacons shape service logistics and share guidance from above 
And our children who show us the true essence of God 
With a wink or a smile, suddenly ‘oneness’ doesn’t seem odd 
 
 
Oh Eastwood, Oh Eastwood, you are an amazing place 
For me you exemplify, humility and grace 
Oh Eastwood, Oh Eastwood, your influence is life-altering 
Let us now collect our tithes and offerings 



 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and 
then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great 
value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. Matthew 13:44-45 

 

Attending the UCC General Synod and DOC General Assembly this 
year opened my eyes to the similarities that exist in mission world-
wide. The rallying call from pulpits and resolution after resolution aims 
at the heart of God’s Kingdom. The writer of Matthew’s gospel gives 
us a definition of the Kingdom of God that resounds in what we do 
every day. We - like the farmer, the merchant, the fisherman - search 
daily for things that provide us with a living, a life. And when we find 
what produces the abundance of life, we shift anchorage, to use a 
Pacific/Oceania terminology. 

 

This shifting of anchorage is needed in order for life to thrive in abun-
dance. If we do not shift/move anchorage a few things will happen. 
With a farmer, the land will be over-cultivated. With a merchant, busi-
ness will operate at a loss. With a fisherman, over-fishing will result in 
the extinction of species native to an area. All of these are happening 
in our world today. Unless we shift to where life is present society will 
continue to deteriorate. Doing fixed mission is similar to justice and 
peace being confined to one place. There are rules and borders that define justice for those protect-
ed by it, while those living outside its reach are left unprotected. 

 

We must be willing to move, and moving requires and warrants discomfort. If we do not move, then 
we are over-fishing our ocean or over-cultivating our land. 

 

Let us shift anchorage and to where discomfort, worry, and even distress are found. There are the 
types of soil we need to cultivate, the waters we need to fish, and the business we need to engage 
in. At the end, the Kingdom of God will show hidden treasure and pearls in the people we serve. 

Nikotemo Tapeko serves as a long-term volunteer with the Pacific Conference of Churches. His ap-
pointment is made possible by your gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, Our Churches Wider Mission, 
and your special gifts. 

August 2017:  
Shifting Our Anchorage 

BY NIKO SOPEPA ON JULY 20, 2017 

July 2017 Year-to-Date Budget Report 

Summary 
July 

Actual 
July 

 Budget 
YTD Actual YTD Budget Annual Budget 

Total Income $32,864.03 $27,383.66 $186,398.42 $194,581.70 $338,000.00 

Total Expense $28,367.25 $26,652.28 $172,908.88 $186,221.28 $338,000.00 

Bottom Line $4,496.78 $731.38 $13,489.54 $8,360.42 $0.00 

https://donate.globalministries.org/pages/donation-page-for-missionary-support


 

Thank you, LOVE SERVICE TEAM,  
for serving during September. 

 

Special thanks to  
Joel Overall (pictured with wife, 

Christy) who is our  
Lead Deacon this month,  

coordinating our  
worship service and fellowship 

meal teams.  

Elders:      Andy Brown, Del Dorr, Steve Walls 

Deacons:      Betsy Barbour, Joel Overall, Jon Rose  

Months Serving:   January, May, September 

Adams (Jere) 

Ashworth (Ray & Jackie) 

Bowman (Darrick) + Avaritt (Warren) 

Barbour (Betsy) 

Brown (Andy & Elizabeth, Gracie) 

Cunningham (George) 

Dobyns (Alyce) 

Dorr (Del) 

Frech (Jason & Sheena, Grayson, Ellie Kate) 

Gallagher (Roberta) 

Graham (Glen Alan) 

Haskett (Max & Kathleen) 

Holdren (Matt & Kristie) 

Houston (Grant) 

Hudson (Andy & Kristen, Charlotte, Benjamin) 

Jamieson (Scott & Linda) 

Kern (Cynthia) 

King (Wesley) 

Loveday (Tyler) 

Mosser (Jonell) 

Ordway (Geri) 

Ossola (Paul) 

Overall (Joel & Christy) 

Rose (Jon & Natalya, George, Kseniya) 

Walls (Steve) + Cindy Reed 

White (Debbie) 

Wiggins (Bill & Gay) 

 

 PRAYER  LIST 

Laura & Ella Benanti 
Elsie Burbank 
John Burbank 
Sandy Burton 

The men/families of CAC 
Michelle Cox 

Whitney Davis 
Dan Doherty 
Charity Eden 

Atha Ellithorpe 
Evie Gooch Foster 
Norene Forrester 
George Francis 
Sharon Frech 

Charlotte Glassman 
 

Mark Nelson 
Edouard Affoumou N’Guessan 

Sara Parker 
Theresa Prochnow 
Zina Rutherford 

Melodie Simmons 
Melissa Smith 

Rodger Speegle 
Stephen Ministry Class 

Beverly Stocks 
Carol Taft 

Cleva Thomas 
Harold Thurmond 

Sara & Harry Valentine 
Audrey Grace Williams 

Debbie Graham 
Julie Hartung 

Grant Houston 
Jan Hutchins 

Peggy Jackson 
Adair Kaiser 

Heather Kelley 
Job Kemp 

Ben & Marilyn Kooch 
Rhonda Love 

Teresa Madole 
Meaghan Magee 

Raul Marin 
Lula Martin 

Elizabeth Maynard 
Sybil Moore 



LECTIONARY READINGS    
         

9/3: Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 
9/10: Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 
9/17: Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35 
9/24: Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 

 
 
 

April 2008 
9:00 am SCRIPTURE  READER 

 

 9/3 tba 
 9/10 Kseniya Rose 
 9/17 Christy Overall 
 9/24 tba 

10:30 am SCRIPTURE  READER 
 

 9/3 Darrick Bowman 
 9/10 Jason Frech 
 9/17 Betsy Barbour 
 9/24 tba 

 September 2017 

The Love Service Team will be serving. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 9/3 Jay Hartley 
 9/10 Christy Jo Harber (9:00) 
  Ben Reece (10:30) 
 9/17 Julie Aaron 
 9/24 Samantha Law (9:00) 
  Children’s Choirs (10:30) 

 

Chuck Guy  September 1 
Margaret Nourse September 1 
Ben Richardson  September 1 
Brittany Tytlandsvik September 1 
Matthew Collier  September 5 
Sue Caudill  September 7 
Debbie White  September 8 
Trent Cromer  September 10 
William Aaron  September 13 
Josh Duncan  September 14 
Lucie Jane Jones September 16 
Greta Mathes  September 16 
Ryan Gaines  September 17 
Kenneth Owens  September 17 
Gracyn Billings  September 18 
Elizabeth M-K Sullivan September 20 
Chris Billingslea  September 24 
Simeon Page  September 24 
Kyle Dean Reinford September 24 
Fayne White  September 27 

Jan & Don Harris  September 2 
Meagan & Jordan Clark  September 3 
Jon & Sarah Benson  September 10 
Gina & Dave Waters  September 30 

S
ep

te
m

be
r 

B
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th

da
ys

 

September 

Anniversaries 
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