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S E R V I C E  

March 1, 6:00 PM 



The doors were locked.  The disciples were afraid.  They huddled together in fear, not  
knowing what had become of their world.  And into the midst of their despair, Jesus spoke:   
Peace be with you.  Three times, in fact, Jesus greeted his anxious disciples with these same 
words:  Peace be with you. 
 
I love it that Jesus didn’t show up and yell: “Hey guys, I’m baaaaack!”    “Woohoo, look at 
me, I’m alive again.”  “I just said ‘see ya!’ to the grave, and here I am.”   Although Gospel 
of John makes it look like Jesus can just magically appear through locked doors, Jesus is no 
magical show off.  He’s no reality TV star.  He’s just  a very humble, centered, nurturing 
presence.  Peace be with you.  It’s like he’s saying: “I know it’s been hard, I know you’re 
stressed, I know this isn’t how you expected things to go.   But don’t let it rock your world 
too much.   Stay centered, focused, calm.”   
 
Bombarded by news media, social media, loud voices from within and without, many of us 
are living with frayed nerves these days.  We are stressed, worried, anxious – not unlike 
those disciples.  And I imagine that Jesus is whispering to us:  Peace be with you..   
 
I am excited, if that’s not too energetic of a word, that Liz Schafer has a vision for a new  
opportunity at Eastwood.  Liz is opening the sanctuary every Wednesday morning at 9:15 for 
a Peace Vigil – a time to sit in silence.  Perhaps they’ll be some soft music, perhaps a guided 
meditation, or perhaps time to sit in silence.   Whether you can join Liz in the sanctuary, or 
just take a moment every Wednesday at 9:15 to spiritually turned toward ECC in the 
knowledge that some of your friends are gathered there praying for peace, I hope you can 
hear Jesus whispering those words to you:    Peace be with you. 
          
Pastor Jay  
  

  

 
Peace be with you.    

– John 20:19 

     Thoughts from Jay  

ATTENDANCE 
 
  January 29 ~  ~ 10:30 am 171 
  February 5 9:00 am           30  10:30 am 159   
  February 12 9:00 am           38  10:30 am 91 
  February 19 9:00 am           48   10:30 am 105 



Here’s What’s Going On... 
Mark Your Calendars… 
 
March 1 Peace Vigil, Sanctuary, 9:15 am - 9:45 am 
March 1 Ash Wednesday Service, 6:00 pm 
March 2 Theology on Tap, 6:30 pm- 8:30 pm 
March 3 Room In The Inn 
March 13 Board Meeting, 6:00 pm 
March 17 Room In The Inn 
March 22 Fellowship Meal, 5:45 pm 
March 25 Bethany Hills Open House, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

The season of Lent is fast approaching.  March 1 begins the 40 day season 
of Lent (not including Sundays).  This is a time to reflect on our journey of 
faith, to examine our relationships, and to become a part of the story of 
Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and the cross.   
Lent is often thought of as a season of no. It is common to practice giving 
up something during Lent: social media, chocolate, or some other habit 
that we think would be worth giving up for a few weeks in order to make 
room in our daily routine to allow God to do something new in our lives. 
What if this year our no turned into a yes? Yes, to a richer prayer life, a 
deeper study of scripture, and more intentional effort to love others and 
ourselves? I invite you this Lenten season to get creative and see what new 
experiences you can say yes to that will help you be more open to Gods’ 
presence. 
I hope you will join us on Wednesday, March 1 at 6pm in the sanctuary to 
begin the season of Lent through prayer, music, silence, reflection, and the 
imposition of ashes. 

 
Invite your friends by sharing our Facebook event: https://www.facebook.com/events/154419951738909/ 
 
peace & light, 

christy jo 

https://www.facebook.com/events/154419951738909/


ACTIVISM TRAINING -- SATURDAY 10:00-12:00 in Sanctuary  

If you are a concerned citizen who wants to see criminal justice reform, or if you have a loved one or family mem-
ber incarcerated in a TN prison, we strongly encourage you to join us for this training concerning criminal justice 
reform bills during this legislative session that, if passed, will have significant positive effects on sentence reduc-
tions and internal prison conditions. This is one of four training sessions across the State in January and February. 
Attendees will leave fully prepped to contact their lawmakers and to advocate for system wide change.  

Dear women of Eastwood -  
The Serenity Sisters wish to reach out to all women in our  congregation with an invitation to attend our 

Sunday School class. We meet from 9-10am each Sunday near the choir room in the Education Building. 

We are a group of about 15 regular members (and probably at least 20 others who attend here-and-

there). We joked last Sunday that it's more "Sunday Book Club" than Sunday School, in the traditional 

sense. We often read a book together and discuss its impact on our thoughts, our religious experience, 
and our lives. We recently finished C.S. Lewis’ “The Screwtape Letters.”   Right now we are reading a  

series of sermons by Barbara Brown Taylor, titled "Home By Another Way." Some of us have a lifetime of 
religious experience, others have had less exposure. Some speak frequently, some opt to listen more.   All 

are welcome. We have often noted how amazing it is to have such an interesting group of women  

spanning  numerous generations - aged from late 20s to early 80s – together learning and discussing the 
things that matter.   If you need the intelligence, friendship, wisdom, and comfort of sisterhood, we do that 

here.   If you have questions,  please feel free to reach out to a Serenity Sisters member anytime. 



Welcome New Members !  
 

ECC rejoices as we warmly welcome Cameron Formica, 
Harmony Huppert, and Roberta Gallagher to our  
congregation. 
 

Cameron and Harmony can be reached at  
1033 Sugar Creek Circle, 562-508-3190 &  

harmonyhuppert@gmail.com (Harmony),  
251-623-4029 & cameronformica@gamil.com (Cameron).  
They will be added to the Hope Service Team. 
 

Roberta can be reached at 2017 W. Marthona Road, 615-310-9502 & veryaston-
ished@yahoo.com.  She will be added to the Love Service Team.  (picture will be in next week’s 
midweek email) 

Congratulations to the Karen, Ernie, and Marlee Simon!   
Theo Simon was born on February 8 . . .  

Theo and Pastor Jay, Day 3 

Theo and Karen, Day 14 

Registration is now open 
for the 2017 General  
Assembly in Indianapolis!  
  
July 8 - 12 
 
Indiana Convention  
Center 
 
http://ga.disciples.org/
registration/ 

http://ga.disciples.org/registration/
http://ga.disciples.org/registration/


It’s an exciting time at Eastwood as we’re transitioning into having a 
larger staff presence in our Children’s Ministry area!  I’m thrilled to be 
part of this growth and opportunity for ministry!  Here are some of the 
great things I see happening at Eastwood now and in the future -- 
 

Our children’s Sunday School classes are in full swing, and children’s 
choirs are having a great year.  I’m so grateful for the incredible teach-
ers who volunteer their time and talents every week with our kids! 

 

We are reforming our Christian Education Team, with Lauren Cromer as Chair.  She and I will be working on sever-
al items in the Children’s Ministry area, including implementing a Safe Church Policy, planning Vacation Bible 
School, increasing the number of teacher volunteers, and dreaming big dreams for the kids at ECC.  I know all of 
this work will improve the quality and depth of the programs we offer children and families! 
 

For me, I will be starting a new email newsletter for our ECC children’s families, including in it what we’re learning 
in Sunday School and choirs, plans for the future, teacher spotlights, ways to get involved, and spiritual formation 
information for children and parents.  We’ll also start a closed Facebook group for parents and teachers to use to 
share questions, information, and pictures! 
 

I hope you’ll look below and check out the dates for camp at Bethany Hills this summer.  If your child has never 
been, please talk to me or many of our parents to find out more!  Kids who have finished kindergarten can start with 
a small three day camp, and parents can attend as a counselor with them (or any of the other camps).  I am excited to 
be going back to be a camp counselor this year for two camps – I’ll be there both for Discovery and Firsters Camp!  
It’s always a fun, connective, outdoorsy, spiritually deep time! 
 

Here are some upcoming events and camps that families should know: 
 

Bethany Hills Fun Fest and Open House - March 25 
Come and bring your whole family for the day, or call ahead and reserve an overnight space!  This is a great intro-
duction to Bethany Hills for those who aren’t familiar with it, or just a super fun time to spend all together out in the 
beautiful, beloved BHC for everyone else.  J  See elsewhere in this Evangel for more info. 
 

Bethany Hills camp dates for kids in the summer: 
June 11-14 – Discovery Camp (completed grades 2-3) 
June 15-17 – Firsters Camp (completed grades K-1) 
July 16-20 – Junior Camp (completed grades 4-5) 
 

Vacation Bible School – June 25-28 
Lights! Camera! Action! (an original VBS curriculum from ECC) 
 

Please call or email me with any questions or concerns! 
Julie Aaron 

Wow! I just started at Eastwood and can already tell that 
this is a special place. You take the psalmist seriously 
when they say to “defend the weak and orphaned,     
uphold the cause of the poor and oppressed” and I can 
tell this church strives to live out Christ’s call to love 
God and neighbor, no matter who that may be. I am 
ecstatic to take over this music ministry and let our 
praise and song reflect that mission. This season of 

Lent, starting a week from today, I want you to reflect on how music can help live out our call as Disciples. When we worship on 
Sunday mornings, we aren’t just making a joyful noise, we are singing our faith! We are proclaiming what we believe. And that 
is something every one of us can do. You don’t have to be a musician! So, pay extra attention to the words in those red books in 
the back of the pew this season. The hymn writer Carolyn Winfrey Gillette penned these words, “You call to us — the old, the 
young; You summon nations strong and weak. When we have drifted toward the wrong, You call us back, your way to 
seek.” May we all listen when music speaks.   

Notes from Wesley 



Thank  you, Sam Riggans! 

 

Sam completed his Eagle Scout  

Project by creating, building and hanging signs 

on the front of our Education Building.  What a  

helpful addition to our campus.   

 

They look great! 

 A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered for the work day on        
Saturday, Feb 18 -- we accomplished A LOT!!!!!  We had about 40 volunteers 
= at least 120 "work hours"!!  Many hands made the work both quick and   
enjoyable. Special thanks to Bob and Sharon Frech and Heidi Hoeft for        
organizing.                                                                                                       

-- Dan Morrison, Property Committee Chair 

All, 
Thank you, first, to all that have volunteered in the past to prepare our church for worship on 
Sunday mornings.  This includes setting up for communion, putting out the candles and cross, 
and getting the church ready for all who join us each Sunday.  I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to encourage each of you reading this to sign up to serve in one capacity or another at 
least once during your “family’s” month throughout the rest of this year.  The worship commit-
tee has been working diligently to make sure we have good instructions available for anyone 
who is willing to help out setting up communion.  We have many opportunities to serve during 
the service including receiving offering, and serving communion, as well as volunteering for 
helping out during our Sunday lunches or setting up or tearing down for our Wednesday 
meals.  If you are interested in learning more or trying it out please do not hesitate to contact 
me personally at sdlaw@pcgus.com or see your family’s Deacon and they will help you find 
where you will be comfortable. 

--Samantha Law, Worship Committee Chair 

THIS MONTH IN  
EASTWOOD HISTORY 

 
February 22, 1950 

 
 A worship service and groundbreaking ceremony is held to kick-off con-

struction of the new sanctuary.  The building would eventually cost $65,450. 

mailto:sdlaw@pcgus.com


BIG NEWS!! !  
 

Thanks to Justin and Cortney Pendley, we now have NEW CHAIRS!!!   
Thank you!!! 

(Along with the new chairs, we now have NEW RULES) 
Please read the flow chart below: 

 

Cushioned Brown 
Chairs:  these stay 
in the Education 
Building or the 
Sanctuary. 

Our NEW Chairs!   
These STAY IN  
the Fellowship Hall. 

The rest of the chairs 
are being stored in the 
basement.  You’re  
welcome to borrow 
them! 



How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! Psalm 133:1 

I had the misfortune of misplacing my phone on a microbus. This is by no means an unheard of situa-

tion in the chaotic world of Cairo public transportation. After a few days of mourning my pocket-sized 

computer, the silver linings surpassed the size of the storm cloud quickly. 

The obvious challenges did not surprise me. Communicating with friends and colleagues in Egypt, com-

municating with friends and family in other countries, social media, taking pictures, and checking the 

weather were all slightly more challenging, an annoyance. I had not realized how dependent I had be-

come on my phone for getting directions, meeting my friends, and finding my socks when the power 

goes out in my apartment. Each of these obstacles required greater planning, excepting the last one 

which required more stumbling around in the dark trying to get the curtains open. 

Planning required me to set aside time for activities and allowed me to be fully present in those activi-

ties. I was able to devote time to creating and fostering friendships with my coworkers, neighbors, and 

fellow Arabic students. This intentional communication went beyond people in Egypt. While I wasn’t able 

to talk to my friends and family outside of Egypt as much, I found myself more invested in the conversa-

tions I was able to have. 

In the eight years since I began using a cell phone, I have never been more “disconnected” from the 

world around me according to modern technological definitions. However, in those same eight years I 

have never felt as present and immersed in what I’m doing. Now having a replacement phone, I will 

have to work to maintain the level of intention and focus that I have benefited from during this time. 

Luckily for me it has a very short battery life. 

Will O'Brien, member of Union Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), St. Louis, Missouri, serves 
as a Global Mission Intern with the Coptic Evangelical Organization for Social Services (CEOSS). His 
appointment is supported by Week of Compassion, Our Church’s Wider Mission, Disciples Mission 
Fund and your special gifts. 

February 2017:  
Disconnect to Connect 

January 2017 Year-to-Date Budget Report 

Summary 
January  
Actual 

January 
 Budget 

YTD Actual YTD Budget Annual Budget 

Total Income $26,272.52 $27,482.74 $26,272.52 $27,482.74 $338,000.00 

Total Expense $19,396.30 $23,232.25 $19,396.30 $23,232.25 $338,000.00 

Bottom Line $6,876.22 $4,250.49 $6,876.22 $4,250.49 $0.00 

http://www.weekofcompassion.org/
https://donate.globalministries.org/onlinegiving


Thank you to the HOPE SERVICE TEAM  

for serving our congregation in March.   

 

Elders:    William Aaron, Mitzi Dickerson, Steve Dickerson    

Deacons:    Chris Billingslea, Glenna Hoke, Chelsea White    

Months Serving: March, July, November       

 

 

Special thanks to Chris Billingslea 

(pictured here with husband, Matt, 

and children Bexley and Ryman) 

who is our Lead Deacon this month, 

for coordinating our  

worship service teams.  

 

 PRAYER  LIST 

Sara & Harry Valentine 
Veronica 

Cleva Thomas & Thomas Wade 
John Walker & Family 

Stephen Wallach 
Evelyn Ware 

Deana Watson 
Debbie White 

Audrey Grace Williams 
Thomas Williams 
Demetrius Wilson 

Billy Winkle 
Michael Witt 

Molly Wrigley 
Ralph Young 

Julie Hartung 
Grant Houston 
Julie Howard 
Jan Hutchins 

Bill Ivie 
Peggy Jackson 

Ben & Marilyn Kooch 
  Anna Lombardo 

Rhonda Love 
Gene Lovelace 

Raul Marin 
Lula Martin 

Elizabeth Maynard 
Jeff Moreland 

Mark Nelson 
Rob Page 

Sara Parker 
Justin Pendley 

Theresa Prochnow 
Alison R. & Family 

John Siemssen 
Melodie Simmons 

Melissa Smith 
Rodger Speegle 

Art Stafford  
Thelma Tanley 

Candice Thigpen 
Gail Thurmond 

Jere Adams 
Johnny Baker 
Laura Benanti 
Elsie Burbank 
John Burbank 
Sandy Burton 
Whitney Davis 
Carl DeBlasio 
Charity Eden 

Atha Ellithorpe 
Elaine Forrester 
Norene Forrester 
George Francis 
Sergio Galvan 

Aaron (William & Julie, Ellis) 

Benson (Jon & Sarah) 

Billingslea (Matt & Chris, Bexley, Ryman) 

Carroll (Martha) + Stratton (Sandra) 

Caudill (Sue) 

Charlton (Mark & Becky) 

Cressman (Luke) + White (Chelsea) 

Dickerson (Steve & Mitzi) 

Formica (Cameron) + Huppert (Harmony) 

Hale (Jess & Rebecca) 

Harber (Christy Jo) 

Harris (Don & Jan) 

Hoke (John & Glenna) 

Honeycutt (Mark & Leah) 

Lane (Erica, Silas) 

Lombardo (Todd) 

McBride (Susan) 

Morrison (Dan & Jan, Archer) 

Neal (Brian & Annie, Owen, Scarlett, Scout) 

Nelson (Beverly) 

Preslar (Brad & Ellie) 

Robinson (Dana) 

Runder (Angela) 

Smith (Rob & Denise) 

Thurman (John) 

Wiggins (Marie, Jeannie) 



LECTIONARY READINGS    
         

3/5: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 
3/12: Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17 
3/19: Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 
3/26: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
 

 

Justin Pendley  March 1 
Jere Adams  March 3 
Mack Page  March 3 
John Robinson  March 3 
Harmonie Thomas March 3 
Dennis Freeman  March 4 
Sandra Stratton  March 5 
Clara Mathes  March 10 
Suellen Hartley  March 11 
Margaret Martin  March 12 
Ann Howard  March 13 
Dan Morrison  March 13 
Michael Page  March 13 
Glen Alan Graham March 14 

Rebecca Frazier  March 15 
Sheena Frech  March 17 
Ernie Simon  March 18 
Ben Fanning  March 20 
Dawn Hartley  March 21 
Chanhee Heo  March 21 
Nathan Tenney  March 21 
Warren Avaritt  March 22 
Andy Hudson  March 22 
Elsa Kummer  March 23 
Jennifer Reed  March 23 
Mark Burton  March 25 
Sandy Burton  March 25 
Saundra Horner  March 25 
Mason Shields  March 26 
Alice Dominguez  March 27 
Celia Dominguez  March 27 
Chelsea White  March 28 
Felicity Reed  March 29 

March 
 Birthdays 

 
Samantha and Paul Law 

March 27 

March 
Anniversaries 

 
 
 

April 2008 
9:00 am SCRIPTURE  READER 

 

March 5  Brian Neal 
March12  Jan Morrison 
March19  Mark Honeycutt 
March 26  Angela Runder  

10:30 am SCRIPTURE  READER 
 
March 5  Matt Billingslea 
March 12  Chelsea White 
March 19  Erica Lane 
March 26  Harmony Huppert 
 

 March 2017 

The Hope Service Team will be serving. 

Children’s Message 
 
March 5  Cortney Pendley (9:00) 
   Children’s Choir (10:30) 
March 12  Julie Aaron 
March 19  Christy Jo Harber 
March 26  Julie Aaron (9:00) 
   Jason Frech (10:30) 
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