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“Shining our light by welcoming all people, building community, and serving God and neighbor.” 

2016 Bethany Hills Summer Camp  
 

It is time to register for Summer Camp! 
All information is available on the Region's  

Website::  ccdctn.org.  You may also register online! 
  (completed grades)  
 CYF   9-12  June 5-11 
 Discovery  2-3  June 12-15 
 Firsters  K-1  June 16-18 
 Eighters    8  July 3-9 
 Chi Rho  6-7  July 10-15 
 Junior  4-5  July 17-21 
 

Early bird discount of $25 is available for camp registrations until May 1st.  

2016 Regional Assembly 
Early registration is now open!  

Regular registration begins 5/01/2016 

 Cost is $30/adult for Friday & Saturday, or $20/

adult for Saturday attendance only 

 Cost is $10/youth (K-12) and price includes  

Saturday lunch.      

  If you want to stay at the State Park Inn, you will 

have to have the "group code" to book a room online.  That code is 3510  

                                           

Register online:  http://www.ccdctn.org/event-registration-1/  

http://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30058086/www.ccdctn.org?p=eyJzIjoiODFzT0MwZWNFU24zQXRyTjJIejlEWFdkclZrIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDA1ODA4NixcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwOlxcXC9cXFwvd3d3LmNjZGN0bi5vcmdcXFwvZXZlbnQtcmVnaXN0cmF0aW9uLTFcXFwvXCIsXCJpZFwiOlwiNj


Greetings, my friends: 

 

What effect does Jesus have on your life?  How does your relationship with Jesus, your  

commitment to follow the Way of Christ, make you different than you would be if you  

didn’t have Jesus in your life?  Or to use an old analogy:  “If you were on trial for being a 

Christian, what evidence would be used against you?” 

 

Maybe your calendar?  Jesus talked a lot about generous serving, about caring for others.   

Jesus spent as much time as he could alone in prayer, renewing himself.   If we look at our 

calendar, what is the balance between time spent volunteering, worshiping, and praying  

versus time spent watching TV or working or entertaining ourselves? 

 

Maybe your checkbook?    Jesus talked a lot about money – about giving it away, about not 

hoarding it, about not owning more than we need.   Does our checkbook show lots of  

spending on our own needs and wants, or lots of giving and sharing? 

 

Maybe just the way we are around people – whether we raise our voice, or patiently wait, or 

express care and affection to strangers.    In the gospel of John, Jesus expresses it simply:  

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.  Life 

in Christian community – meaning life within a congregation – should be filled with love for 

one another:   celebration of each others’ joys, sharing of each others’ burdens, active  

listening balanced with self-control of our own tongues. 

 

By this everyone will know that you are my  

disciples, if you have love for one another.  

 

Peace & Blessings to you all, 

       

   

Pastor Jay 

  

  

By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.   

  

                – John 13:35 

     Thoughts from Jay  

 ATTENDANCE 
3/20 9:00 am 31 

 10:30 am 106 

3/27 9:00 am 102 

 10:30 am 202 

4/3 9:00 am 45 

 10:30 am 108 

4/10 9:00 am 47 

 10:30 am 98 

4/17 9:00 am 34 

 10:30 am 120 

4/24 10:00 am 171 



Here’s What’s Going On... 

NOAH’s First Annual Banquet, REKINDLING DEMOCRACY—is 

scheduled for Thursday, May 12, 2016 at 06:00 p.m.  It will be held at the 

Meharry Cal Turner Family Center, located at 1011 21st Ave., North.  

  

Our speaker will be the Reverend Anthony Thompson, whose wife, Myra 

Thompson, was killed in the shooting at Mother Emanuel AME Church in 

Charleston, SC.  Reverend Thompson is vicar of Holy Trinity REC Church 

and has offered forgiveness to his wife’s killer, a white supremacist.  

  

Our own Jonell  Mosser will be performing her music at this event.  

  

If you would like to attend, please contact Geri Ordway, at 615.499.4895 

or email her at themothergeri@gmail.com  for tickets. Tickets are $50.00 

per person; please make your check out to NOAH.  This is NOAH’s major 

fund raiser for the year. If you have questions, contact Geri Ordway, Sue Caudill, Del Dorr, Rae Sovereign, or 

Martha Carroll. 

A Trip to Memphis 
 

As part of our focus on anti-

racism this year, we've got an 

"Eastwood Adventure" to the 

National Civil Rights Muse-

um in Memphis on Saturday, 

May 14.  The Museum is at 

the Lorraine Motel, where Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was 

assassinated.  The exhibits provide a moving and educational look 

at the history of civil rights in the U.S. and are not to be missed. 

 

We'll plan to tour the museum and have lunch in Memphis.  Tickets 

are $15 for adults, $14 for seniors & students, and $12 for kids 4-17 

(3 and under are free).  We can caravan and carpool together - and 

some may want to go up Friday evening for dinner. 

 

Please don't let cost be a barrier - all are welcome, and if cost is a 

concern, please let William know.  For more information and to 

claim your spot, please talk to William Aaron at  

jwilliamaaron@comcast.net . 

Theology On Tap  
 

On May 5, from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm,  

Theology on Tap will be at the home of 

Stacey Satchell, 2310 Whipple Place 

in Donelson.   

 

Food will be Cinco de Mayo themed.  

 

Please have folks RSVP to Willliam 

Aaron:  jwilliamaaron@comcast.net . 

 

 . . . Open, honest conversations  

about The Big Questions 

Mark Your Calendars:       May 1       Inquirer’s Class with Pastor Jay, 12:00 pm 
 May 4  Fellowship meal, 5:45 pm 
 May 5  Theology on Tap 
 May 9  Board meeting, 6:00 pm 
 May 12  NOAH’s Rekindling Democracy Banquet 
 May 15  Pentecost 
 May 22    Eastwood Ensemble performance in sanctuary, 3:00 pm 
 May 23  Anti-Racism Book Club:  “The New Jim Crow” by Michelle 
   Alexander, 7:00 pm  

        June 12-15       VBS:  Let the Games Begin! 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/5?session_redirect=true&userinfo=b8d61c7010c83f62ee0e49f68d0bb9c7&count=1459435325&randid=1704901874
mailto:jwilliamaaron@comcast.net
mailto:jwilliamaaron@comcast.net


 

We have wrapped up  

another great Room In  

The Inn season!  Over 100 

people volunteered again 

this year!  Thank you! 

 

Special thanks to Del Dorr 

and the Cub Scout Troop, 

Pack 1548 for all of their special efforts!!! 

 

Eastwood is one of over 190 local congregations 

which offered the gift of hospitality by providing 

more than 31,000 beds and 93,000 meals.  More 

than 6,500 volunteers spent over 100,000 hours 

making each guest feel welcome:  picking up 

guests, setting up beds, preparing a home-cooked 

meal, spending the night, serving a hot breakfast, 

and making a bag lunches.   

 

We will be starting back up November 4, 2016!  

Summer Sunday School Update 

Every Sunday at 9:00 am 

  

Children from ages 3 through 5
th

 grade are invited to join us for fun and fellowship as we 

dive into the Book of Acts. Each week, we will explore a new story about the events and 

people in the early church through games, art, hands-on activities, cooking, and so forth. 

Children meet in the Cardinals room on the second floor of the education building. Con-

tact Nathan at nstenney@gmail.com if you would like more info, or are interested in help-

ing out. 

  

May Sunday School – The Church in Acts… 

May 1 – Waits with Faith (Acts 1:6-14 – Jesus’ Ascension) 

May 8 – Is Called to Serve Jesus (Acts 1:15-26 – The Calling of Matthias) 

May 15 – Receives the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4 – Pentecost) 

May 22 – Tells Others About Jesus (Acts 2:36-42 – Peter Preaches) 

May 29 – Shares Everything (Acts 2:43-47 and 4:32-37 – Accounts of Sharing) 

VBS 2016 - Let the Games Begin! 
Sunday, June 12, 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm  

Monday, June 13, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Tuesday, June 14, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Wednesday June 15, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

  
Mark your calendars – the Olympics are coming to East Nashville! Join us for “Let the Games Begin” our 

Olympic-themed VBS program. Your family won’t want to miss the music, games, crafts, and fun as we 
discover what it means to live in faith. Contact Julie at julie_ecc@bellsouth.net if you are available to 

help with crafts, set-up, or in any other capacity during VBS. Let the games begin! 

 

Youth Sunday . . . 
 

What happens when the youth lead an entire 

worship service?  This past Sunday, April 24th, 

a number of our middle and high school youth 

courageously led our congregation in song, 

prayer, reflections, and communion. Our faith 

journey is one that has lows, uncertainties, 

questions—highs, peace, and comfort.  Faith 

journeys are not linear but they are our own. I 

am grateful that our youth are not afraid to be 

authentic to who they truly are and that our 

church welcomes all just as we are—what a gift.  

Be on the lookout next month for pictures and 

more!  

 

grace and peace, 

christy jo 

mailto:nstenney@gmail.com
mailto:julie_ecc@bellsouth.net


 

 We’re adding a new section to the Evangel each month to update everyone on our community’s 

stewardship and financial life.  If you want more information or what to share feedback, please con-

tact William Aaron at jwilliamaaron@comcast.net.  Thanks!  

 

Eastwood finished the first quarter of 2016 in solid financial shape, with Income ahead of Expenses for 

the first three months of the year.  Our pledges for 2016 were on target through the end of March and 

our faith offering was ahead of projections.  Thank you to everyone for continuing your faithful support! 

 

Our staff has also continued to do a great job, as usual, in managing expenses.  As a result we’re spend-

ing less than what we budgeted overall while still growing our ministries.   

 

We’ve selected a system for our e-giving efforts and are targeting to have it up and running by early 

June!  We’re doing some setup and testing now to get the bugs worked out and be sure it gives us what 

we need.  A big thanks to Matt Billingslea for taking the lead to help make this happen.  Our new  

e-giving options are expected to include: 

 

Automatic regular withdrawal from a bank account 

Giving through a web page via your debit/credit card 

Giving through an app on your phone 

And even giving via text!  

 

Watch for more on this coming soon!  

 

Did you know … 

 

that for 2016 the number of pledges from families or individuals at ECC increased by more than 18% 

over 2015 – and by more than 38% over 2014?  We received 65 pledges to support our work for 2016, 

up from 55 pledges in 2015 and 47 pledges in 2014. 

 

Pledges are an essential part of our planning, as they enable us to consider what we can afford to do and 

how much we can do.  We collect pledges each fall for the coming year through our stewardship cam-

paign.  If you have any questions about pledging, giving, or any part of the financial life of ECC, please 

don’t hesitate to contact William Aaron, Finance/Stewardship Chair, at jwilliamaaron@comcast.net. 

ECC Financial News 

March 2016 Year-to-Date Budget Report 

Summary March Actual March Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget Annual Budget 

Total Income $25,976.66 $21,102.49 $71,685.43 $66,142.59 $271,982.00 

Total Expense $29,046.96 $26,277.43 $68,241.44 $67,597.84 $271,982.00 

Bottom Line -$3,070.30 -$5,174.94 $3,443.99 -$1,455.25 $0.00 

mailto:jwilliamaaron@comcast.net
mailto:jwilliamaaron@comcast.net


Palm Sunday, March 20 

Easter Sunday, March 27 



 

 

 

…inspired by [the prophetic utterances] you may wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience.                                                                     

I Timothy 1: 18b, 19a 

The nation was afire with anger. People took to the streets this past summer to protest the passing of the new set of 

security laws proposed by the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). Non-violent demonstrations were also held on one 

day in August in 350 locations all over the country. It was the young people who stood at the forefront of this move-

ment. 

Although the security laws (called “war laws” by the opposition) allow for Japan to ignore six decades of constitu-

tional debate around the peace constitution, and to join in military activities all over the world were passed on Sep-

tember 19th, the protest movement has given many people reason to hope. 

On October 2nd, a gathering was held on our Kwansei Gakuin campus in protest of the new security laws. There 

were 200 people packed into the classroom that evening. One of the speakers was T, a fourth year female student. 

She was one of the participants in the student led movement called SEALDs (Students Emergency Action for a Lib-

eral Democracy). 

Aki is another college student who addressed the Diet assembly the day before the passing of the fateful laws. He 

pleaded with the delegates saying; “I ask each of you to stand as one lonely individual. Before you think of factions, 

political loyalties and power politics, I want you to be your own lonely self as you ponder the choice before you.” 

I am encouraged to see these young people speak out. I am encouraged to know that young people in Japan have 

a political conscience. I am also encouraged to see that many of the young leaders of this movement were raised in 

Christian families. 

Jeffrey Mensendiek is a faculty member in the theology department of Kwansei Gakuin University, and a chaplain of 
the Center for Religious Activities. His appointment is made possible by your gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, Our 
Churches’ Wider Mission, and your special gifts. 

April 2016:  
Hearts Ablaze 

The Community Garden 
 

The radishes have sprouted thanks to the many dedicated 
waterers. This week on Wednesday from 2:30-3:30 p.m., 
Kristina, Simon, Francis, Sandra and whoever else is  
interested will be planting buckwheat and tending to the 
radishes and perennial bed in front of the church. Everyone 
is welcome. 
 

      Buckwheat?!” you may ask. “Why? What’s that?” 

 
Kristina reports that “it is the most essential thing a food 
grower can plant. The benefits of buckwheat in the garden 
are many. The cute little white flowers attract beneficial insects (they kill the bad bugs), the roots break up 
compact soil, the plants grow together thickly and crowd out weeds, and when you cut the plants down they 
add phosphorous, a macronutrient, to the soil as they decompose. If you want to hang out and talk buck-
wheat and other garden geeky things please join us!”  If you have questions for Kristina, you can contact her at  
Kristina_guisler@me.com or 615-480-8286. Sandra can be reached at sandrastratton@yahoo.com or  
574-229-3878. See you in the garden! 

https://donate.globalministries.org/pages/donation-page-for-missionary-support
mailto:Kristina_guisler@me.com
mailto:sandrastratton@yahoo.com


 

 PRAYER  LIST 
Jere Adams 

Elsie Burbank 

Sandy Burton 

Bruce Cate 

Robert Cooper 

Kim Daly 

Carl DeBlasio 

Josh Duncan 

Charity Eden 

Atha Ellithorpe 

Sharon Frech 

Jan Harris 

Grant Houston 

Jan Hutchins 

Bill Ivie 

Robert & Peggy Jackson 

Theresa Prochnow 

Alison R. & Family 

Melodie Simmons 

Art Stafford  

Thelma Tanley 

Candice Thigpen 

Stephen Wallach 

Evelyn Ware 

Deana Watson 

Audrey Grace Williams 

Thomas Williams 

Tanya Wooten 

Molly Wrigley 

Mike Yates 

Ralph Young 

Ben & Marilyn Kooch 

Kate Krug 

  Anna Lombardo 

Rhonda Love 

Georgetta Madole 

Teresa Madole 

Raul Marin 

Lula Martin 

Susan Martin 

Elizabeth Maynard 

Jeff Moreland 

Mark Nelson 

Sarah Parker 

Scott Parker 

Justin Pendley 

 

 

Thank you, LOVE SERVICE TEAM,  
for serving during May. 

Adams (Jere) 

Ashworth (Ray & Jackie) 

Bowman (Darrick) + Avaritt (Warren) 

Brown (Andy & Elizabeth, Gracie) 

Cunningham (George) 

Dorr (Del) 

Frech (Jason & Sheena, Grayson) 

Graham (Glen Alan) 

Haskett (Max & Kathleen) 

Holdren (Matt & Kristie) 

Houston (Grant) 

Howard (Bruce & Julie) 

Hudson (Andy & Kristen, Charlotte, Benjamin) 

Jamieson (Scott & Linda) 

Mosser (Jonell, Matt Collier) 

Ordway (Geri) 

Ossola (Paul) 

Overall (Joel & Christy) 

Owens (Ken) + Swinger (Gary) 

Page (Michael & Amanda, Mack) 

Rose (Jon & Natalya, George, Kseniya) 

Tenney (Nathan) 

Walls (Steve, Lauren) + Cindy Reed 

White (Debbie) 

Wiggins (Bill & Gay) 

Elders:      Andy Brown, Del Dorr, Steve Walls 

Deacons:      Elizabeth Brown, Linda Jamieson, Jon Rose  

Months Serving:   September, January, May 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Jon Rose  
(pictured here with wife Natalya, and 

children, George & Kseniya) 
who is our Lead Deacon this month,  

coordinating our worship service   
and fellowship meal teams.  

Congratulations 

to:      
William & Julie Aaron 
who were married on 

March 18! 
 

Ryan & Molly Gaines 
who were married on 

March 23! 
 

Rae Sovereign &  
Diane Szczesniak who 

were married on  
April 7! 



LECTIONARY READINGS    
         

5/1: Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5; John 14:23-29 
5/8: Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26 
5/15: Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-24, 35b; Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17 
5/22: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 
5/29: 1 Kings 18:20-21, 30-39; Psalm 96; Galatians 1:1-12; Luke 7:1-10 

April 2008 
 May 2016 

The LOVE Service Team will be serving. 

9:00 am SCRIPTURE  READER 
 

May 1  Mark Honeycutt 
May 8  Brian Neal 
May 15 Emily Askew  
May 22 Samantha Law 
May 29 Katie Madole 

9:00 am CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

May 1  Christy Jo Harber  
May 8  Julie Aaron 
May 15 Christy Jo Harber 
May 22 Jay Hartley 
May 29 Julie Aaron 

10:30 am SCRIPTURE  READER 
 

May 1  Warren Avaritt 
May 8  Kathleen Haskett 
May 15 Bill Wiggins 
May 22 Darrick Bowman 
May 29 Max Haskett 

10:30 am CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

May 1  Nathan Tenney 
May 8  Children’s Choir 
May 15 Saundra Horner 
May 22 Jay Hartley 
May 29 Julie Aaron 

Lisa Connor  May 1 
Beth Watkins  May 2 
Shelley Freeman May 4 
Marcia Blair  May 5 
Brian Gaskins  May 6 
Leah Honeycutt  May 6 
Jordan Clark  May 7 
Scarlett Neal  May 7 
Holden Boyd  May 8 
Jon Rose  May 10 
Dave Waters  May 10 
Waylon Miller  May 11 
Sydney Hinton  May 12 
Ralph Bland  May 13 
George McDonald May 15 
 

Annie Neal  May 15 
Julian Coyle  May 16 
Jagger Parker  May 16 
Liz Schafer  May 16 
Charlott e Hudson May 17 
Kevin McCormack May 19 
Joseph Hartley  May 20 
Samantha Law  May 20 
Emily Nourse  May 21 
George Rose  May 21 
Coy David Brown-Cathey May 22 
Madison Burton  May 22 
Marlee Simon  May 22 
Casey Tytlandsvik May 23 
Courtney Rogers May 27 
Glenna Hoke  May 28 
Michael Witt  May 28 
Annie Miller  May 29 
Julie Aaron  May 30 
John Frazier  May 30  

May 
 Birthdays 

Leah & Mark Honeycutt 
May 23 

Juanita & Jeremy Taylor 
May 26 

Alicia & Sid Burton 
May 31 

May 
Anniversaries 
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