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                Traditional       
             Candlelight      
             Communion   
          Christmas Eve  
              Service 
           December 24 
              6:00 pm 

   

 

 

 

              Choir  

       Christmas  

      Services 

Dec 20, 9 am   

          & 10:30 am 

Covered  
Dish  
Christmas 
Lunch 
Dec 20, 
12 pm 

“Shining our light by welcoming all people, building community, and serving God and neighbor.” 



Greetings, my friends: 

 

Waiting is hard to do.   It’s hard waiting to find out if a relationship is “serious,” or just a 

fling.  It’s hard waiting for an exciting event – whether it’s graduation, a big trip, or Christ-

mas.  It’s hard waiting for the results from your biopsy.  Waiting is hard to do. 

 

I’ve been emphasizing the spirituality of Advent in worship. Advent = a season of darkness, 

of preparation, of cleansing.  Advent is about doing the work we need to do BEFORE cele-

brating – repenting, forgiving, resetting.  The work of Advent, like the work of grief, cannot 

be rushed.  And it cannot be skipped.  For us to truly celebrate the birth of Jesus, for us to 

truly appreciate the promise that “God is with us,” we need to recall the experience of bar-

renness, of sorrow, of darkness.  And that means waiting; not rushing to Christmas, not rush-

ing to celebration, but living with the darkness. 

 

One of the tiny, yet curious details in the whole Christmas story, is the reaction of Mary.  

Angels and shepherds come to pronounce blessings on the baby Jesus, to proclaim that he 

will save the world.   And Mary “ponders these things in her heart.”   I am amazed at Mary’s 

inner peace.  We so often try to rush children, asking them: “What college do you want to go 

to?  What are you going to be when you grow up?  Have you started saving for retirement?”    

But Mary, despite the angelic announcements, is able to stay calm, not rush Jesus.  She 

doesn’t “NEED TO KNOW NOW!”  But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her 

heart.  

 

Christmas will come, soon enough.  But in the meantime, I encourage you to wait.  Ponder 

the mysteries of life.  Feel the deep longings of your heart.  Don’t be in a rush to resolve eve-

rything.  And don’t try to gloss over your pain to make 

all of life look like a Christmas party. 

 

Wishing you the inner peace of Mary this Advent sea-

son.  May we ponder the depth of God’s love and the 

vast mystery of human life. 

 

Peace & Blessings to you all, 

       

   

Pastor Jay 

  

  

 

But Mary kept all these things, pondering 

them in her heart.   

                                                – Luke 2:19 

     Thoughts from Jay  

 ATTENDANCE 
11/22  179 

11/29  124 

12/6  128 

12/13  202 



Donations for Honduras: 
 

John & Jocelyn Hartley are traveling to Honduras Dec 28-Jan. 5.  They have been requested to bring 2 types of 

donations: 

 

1.    USED, FUNCTIONAL, UNLOCKED smart phones make great gifts in Honduras.  The apps they use the most 

are Facebook Messenger and WhatsApp.  We wouldn’t want anyone to purchase new phones for this, but old 

phones that are sitting on a shelf and couldn’t fetch more than $20-30 on ebay would be a terrific thing to take. 

2.   Craft supplies for Sunday School (stickers, adhesive foam shapes, crayons, markers, etc. 

 

Please bring any donations to Pastor Jay, or to John or Jocelyn, anytime between now and  

Sunday morning, December 27.  Thank you! 

A Message to the Congregation from Cindy Lovelace, Chair of Elders 
 

 

Over the last several months, there has been a lot of thought, words, and action in response to our growing community at East-

wood Christian Church.  You might have found it harder to find a parking spot on Sunday morning, or that your favorite seat 

in the sanctuary had been taken by a person you needed to introduce yourself to.  You probably noticed the pews getting 

fuller, and that it was a little tricky navigating the tables and chairs during the last fellowship luncheon.   

 

Our church leaders definitely noticed and have had some lively discussions, and thoughtful prayer about how to continue to 

“shine our light” and “welcome all”, when the space is getting tighter and tighter.  You may have also noticed a few changes.  

Gravel was put down on the overflow parking lot, with a path through the parsonage front yard.  We received some beautiful 

chairs the Disciples Historical Society didn’t need and that added some additional seats in the sanctuary.  We asked members 

to move forward so visitors who came in would not feel self-conscious about having to walk to the front to find a seat.  All of 

these were helpful, but they were only temporary solutions.  

 

It’s a wonderful opportunity, and one we are embracing with glad hearts and excited visions.  However, we would not be hon-

est if we didn’t admit to some fear.  We don’t want to lose the connections and warmness that is the very essence of East-

wood.  

 

So, as the discussion continues and our Elders and Board strive to make the best possible decisions for our community, we 

want to do the best job of communicating to our congregation how and why we are responding to the growth. We also desire 

your input when we try new things. 

 

The experiment with two services during Advent is one example.  It’s important for you to understand why we are doing this. 

We learned from other church experiences that when a sanctuary becomes about 80% of capacity, visitors can feel intimidated 

and rather than squeezing in, they just leave.  For the past year, we’ve hit that mark many times, and wise leaders of other 

congregations tell us that you want to start thinking about solutions before you hit crunch time.   

 

There are two clear choices for a solution—build a bigger sanctuary or hold two services so neither service gets overcrowded.  

Our leadership team feels our sanctuary is a beautiful and intimate space, and not only would it be very expensive to expand 

it, and also result in a big loss of parking space and green space; they feel it would drastically change  worship experience as 

we know it. The other choice, two services, does change the collective worship experience to some degree—but it seems the 

best choice at the present time to continue welcoming all and to continue to be good stewards of our resources. 

 

There is another choice—do nothing.  It is a choice we feel could be more than just short-sighted; it might be akin to “hiding 

our light under a bushel”, or “no room in the inn”. 

 

In 2016, we will continue the discussion, and invite you to join us. We are talking with other congregations who hold two 

services to find out the other ways they connect members through various fellowship events, mission projects, education pro-

grams, etc.  We recently purchased a “new to us” church bus thanks to some generous church leaders, which will create relia-

ble transportation for Room in the Inn, youth trips to camp, and other excursions to connect members.  We are aware of the 

space and access limitations of our fellowship hall.  A functional new space might be something we could explore and fund 

with the right plan and the support of a growing congregation.  It is a wonderful opportunity.  Thanks be to God!   



Here’s What’s Going On... 
Mark  
Your  
Calendars… 
 
Dec 18  Room In The Inn 
Dec 18   Grace for the Wounded Service, 7 pm 
Dec 20  2 Worship Services, 9 am & 10:30 am 
Dec 20  Covered Dish Lunch (with Santa) 
Dec 24  2 Christmas Eve Services, 6 pm & 8 pm 
Dec 24  Room In The Inn 
Dec 27  Congregational Meeting: vote on 2016 budget 
Jan 1  Room In The Inn 
Jan 10  New Member Covered Dish Luncheon, 12 pm 
Jan 11  Board Meeting, 6 pm 
Jan 15  Room In The Inn 
Jan 20 Fellowship Meal, 5:45 pm 

THIS MONTH IN  

EASTWOOD HISTORY 

 

December, 1933 
 

Santa Claus makes his first visit to East-

wood’s new building—a Christmas season 

fellowship meal tradition that continues to 

this day.  Santa has included a visit to ECC 

on his busy pre-Christmas day schedule for 

81 years. 

We need volunteers to help with Room In The Inn! 

 

Here is the link to sign up: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c044eabab29a5f94-20152016 

 

Here are the remaining dates: 

December 18  December 24 

January 1  January 15 

February 5  February 19 

March 4   March 18 

 

Sunday Evening 
Children’s Choirs and 

 Activities will resume on  
January 10, 2016 

5:00 pm ~ 6:15 pm 

Welcome Babies!!! 

 

Timothy John 
Nowak, Jr. 

 

Born to  
Jamie & Tim 

Nowak 
 

November 19 

Liam  
Pendley 

 

Born to  
Cortney & Justin  

Pendley 
 

November 29 



From The Green Chalice Team: 
 

On the first Sunday of Advent, Pastor Jay preached a sermon about how the seasons of Advent and 

Lent are both about waiting and listening for God to lead us into new ways of living, to prepare a way for 

God in our world. 

Even though we are now in the season of Advent, the Green Chalice team would like your help in creating 

a booklet of reflections that we can all use during the season of Lent. 

 

You may know that Lent is a remembrance of the forty days following Jesus'  baptism.  Jesus spent those 

forty days in the wilderness.  There he was tempted to pursue things of the world, such as power and  

kingdoms.  His return from the wilderness signaled the beginning of his ministry.  It seems that the wilderness 

was where he "found himself". 

 

The Green Chalice team would like to collect your stories and memories of times when nature, or the  

wilderness, has stirred your soul.  With what part of nature have you felt a strong connection?  How have 

you been changed or inspired by God's creation?   

 

We would like to have a memory (under 300 words) from someone in our community for every day during 

Lent--that's 46 days if you count Sundays.   If you would like to contribute a photograph or artwork you 

have made, that would be wonderful as well.  We want to create a beautiful booklet that will draw us into 

closer connection with God, nature and one another during the season of Lent.   

 

Because Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which is February 10 this year, we need to begin putting contri-

butions together in January.  Will you help us?  You can e-mail your stories to Martha Carroll at  

mlcarroll@juno.com or just hand it to a member of the Green Chalice team, listed below. 

 

Thanks for your participation in this project.  We are grateful! 

 

Martha Carroll 

Susannah Fotopulos 

Christy Jo Harber 

Dawn Hartley 

Jocelyn Hartley 

Cindy Lovelace 

Geri Ordway 

Sandra Stratton 

Nathan Tenney 



 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;  
everyone who loves is from God and knows God.  

1 John 4:7 
 

Nashville area DOC youth from DOC Nashville Hispanic Church, Woodmont Christian 
Church, and New Covenant joined ECC youth for a Love Feast on November 22nd to gather 

around the communion table for a time of reflection followed by a pot-luck meal,  
fellowship, and games! 

The youth say, “thank you!!” to all of the parents and families who provided dinner for the 
youth this past semester and to all of the sponsors who made this past semester  

meaningful, fun, and engaging!  

Youth programming will resume January 10th.  



For in God we live and move and have our being. Acts 17:28a  
 

I heard the sounds of a marimba band playing from afar and thought, “This is the Guatemala I know.” We 

had traveled to Tecum Uman, Guatemala, to attend the first Bi-national (Guatemala, Mexico) Conference on 

Migration, Children and Border. But Tecum Uman didn’t look anything like the Guatemala I know. 

We took a walking tour of the village and went down to the Suchiate River. There was a tense feeling of 

despair and distress that filled the air. There were crowds of migrants aged 12 to 25 years, everywhere. We 

learned the largest commerce from Guatemala to Mexico is humanity. 

Hundreds of Central Americans seek a place to rest their feet, their hearts and their uncertainty, at the Mi-

grant House. It offered us an empathetic and educational experience about the reality of migrants especially 

women and children. The root of the problem, according to Fr. Juan Luis Carbajal is the manifestation of 

forced migration as an expression of violence. After working for more than two decades with a faith-based 

youth organization, a Catholic  worker vehemently defined “the difference between today’s migration: no 

longer in pursuit of the ‘American Dream’ – but a way to escape the nightmare called violence in Central 

America.” 

An outcome of the Conference was a public declaration calling for a more dignified response to the current 

crisis affecting Central Americans who are escaping the extreme violence in their countries. An ecumenical 

alliance has also opened opportunities for working for and strengthening sustainable humane protection 

efforts in Central America. 

Gloria Vicente Canú serves with the Ecumenical Christian Council of Guatemala (CECG). Her appointment 
is made possible by your gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, Our Church’s Wider Mission, and your special 
gifts. 

December 2015:  
 
Protecting Migrant Humanity 

November 2015 Year-to-Date Budget 

Summary November Actual November Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget Annual Budget 

Total Income $26,566.63 $20,783.32 $229,113.86 $223,766.68 $245,000.00 

Total Expense $17,061.65 $17,478.07 $219,235.49 $225,095.64 $250,200.00 

Bottom Line $9,504.98 $3,305.25 $9,878.37 -$1,328.96 -$5,200.00 

http://www.globalministries.org/gloria_vicente_can


 

 PRAYER  LIST 

Jere Adams 

Bubba Bradley 

Elsie Burbank 

Sandy Burton 

Bruce Cate 

Robert Cooper 

Kim Daly 

Charity Eden 

Atha Ellithorpe 

Grant Houston 

Jan Hutchins 

Bill Ivie 

Peggy Jackson 

Ryan & Alicia Smith 

Keeva Smotherman 

Thelma Tanley 

Stephen Wallach 

Evelyn Ware 

Deana Watson 

Neata Wiley 

Audrey Grace Williams 

Tanya Wooten 

Molly Wrigley 

Mike Yates 

Ralph Young 

Sherri Zerbe 

Ben & Marilyn Kooch 

Kate Krug 

  Anna Lombardo 

Rhonda Love 

Georgetta Madole 

Teresa Madole 

Lula Martin 

Elizabeth Maynard 

Rocky Maynard 

Mark Nelson 

Sara Parker 

Scott Parker 

Theresa Prochnow 

 

Thank you, LOVE SERVICE TEAM,  
for serving during this month . 

Adams (Jere) 

Ashworth (Ray & Jackie) 

Brown (Andy & Elizabeth, Gracie) 

Cunningham (George) 

Dorr (Del) 

Frech (Jason & Sheena, Grayson) 

Graham (Glen Alan) 

Haskett (Max & Kathleen) 

Holdren (Matt & Kristie) 

Houston (Grant) 

Howard (Bruce & Julie) 

Hudson (Andy & Kristen, Charlotte, Benjamin) 

Jamieson (Scott & Linda) 

Mosser (Jonell, Matt Collier) 

Ordway (Geri) 

Ossola (Paul) 

Overall (Joel & Christy) 

Owens (Ken) + Swinger (Gary) 

Page (Michael & Amanda, Mack) 

Rose (Jon & Natalya, George, Kseniya) 

Shaw (Andrew) 

Tenney (Nathan) 

Walls (Steve, Lauren) + Cindy Reed 

White (Debbie) 

Wiggins (Bill & Gay) 

Elders:      Andy Brown, Del Dorr, Steve Walls 

Deacons:      Elizabeth Brown, Linda Jamieson, Jon Rose  

Months Serving:   August, December, April 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Elizabeth Brown 
(pictured here with husband Andy 

and daughter Gracie) 
who is our Lead Deacon this month,  

coordinating our worship service   
and fellowship meal teams.  



LECTIONARY READINGS    
         

1/3: Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-13; John 1:10-18 
1/10: Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
1/17: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 
1/24: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 
1/31: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 

SCRIPTURE  READER 
 

 January 3 Kathleen Haskett
 January 10 Linda Jamieson 
 January 17 Jackie Ashworth 
 January 24 Christy Overall 
 Janurary 31 Jason Frech  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

 January 3 Julie Duemler
 January 10 Chanhee Heo 
 January 17 Nathan Tenney 
 January 24 Christy Jo Harber 
 Janurary 31 Andrew Shaw 

  January 2016 

The Love Service Team will be serving. 

Matt Billingslea          January 4 
Ryman Billingslea  January 4 
Heidi Hoeft   January 4 
Cindy Reed   January 4 
Chris Vanags  January 5 
Betty Plummer  January 7 
Jon Benson   January 8 
Olivia Connor  January 8 
John Madole, Sr.  January 10 

Teresa Pecinovsky  January 10 
Ellie Preslar   January 16 
Ralph Young   January 20 
Amanda Page  January 21 
Jonell Mosser  January 22 
Jean Phillips   January 25 
Scott Perry   January 26 
Ray Ashworth  January 27 
Jen Dominguez  January 27 



 

 

 

 Vol. 20,  No. 12       

The Evangel 
Eastwood Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

December, 2015 

 

The Evangel 

Eastwood Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

1601 Eastland Avenue 

Nashville, TN 37206 

EASTWOOD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

    (Disciples of Christ) 

    (615) 227-2285     Fax: (615) 228-4901 

www.eastwoodchristianchurch.org 

    e-mail: jay_ecc@bellsouth.net 

    Sunday School-9:15 am  Worship-10:30 am 

    

 

    Jay R. Hartley                                                                                        Senior Minister 

    Julie Duemler                                   Director of Children’s Ministries/Music Director 

    Christy Jo Harber                  Associate Pastor 

    Nathan Tenney                Associate Pastor  

    Chanhee Heo & Andrew Shaw                                                        Ministerial Interns    

    Ryan Huber                                                                                                      Organist 

    Heidi Hoeft                                                                             Administrative Assistant 

    Marcia Blair                                                                                      Nursery Attendant  

    Linda Armstreet                                                                               Nursery Attendant 


