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“Shining our light by welcoming all people, building community, and serving God and neighbor.” 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

Sunday, December 6 at 5:00 pm 
Stories and Songs of Christmas Time 

 in the Sanctuary, followed by a 
Chili Supper in the Fellowship Hall 

Thanksgiving Breakfast 
You are all invited to attend our annual 

Thanksgiving Breakfast on November 26 at 8:00 am 

Please RSVP by noon on Tuesday, November 24 

Office_ecc@bellsouth.net or 227-2285 



Greetings, my friends: 

 

It’s time to EXPERIMENT!    

 

As you’ll read in this newsletter: the ECC Board has decided to increase our worship capacity by 

having TWO  services each Sunday morning in December.  You can read the details on the next 

page.    Here are some reflections on the process: 

 

The Board and Staff have spent several months discussing options as the space in our 10:30 wor-

ship service fills up.  As congregations grow, it is never easy to know exactly whether and when 

to add additional worship services.  Nor is it easy to guess what format/schedule will work best 

for additional services.   

 

We’ve heard many comments about the idea of going to two services.  Some ECC folk worry that 

it will “divide” the congregation and that we won’t all know each other.  Some have been part of 

healthy churches with multiple worship services that work well.  Unanimously, we love the con-

nected community we have and want to maintain the sense of warm support we feel.  We also 

want to be able to warmly welcome new people to our community and to join us on our mission 

of “Shining Our Light.” 

 

The Church Board decided that in the midst of all our discussions, we will try an experiment for a 

few weeks and see what we learn.  We EXPECT to have a much larger gathering at the 10:30 ser-

vice, since that’s what most of us are used to.  That is fine.   We invite everyone to consider com-

ing to the 9:00 service IF that works well for you, but we certainly want everyone to go to which-

ever service suits them best. 

 

No matter WHEN I see you, I look forward to sharing worship in December with all of you, as 

we proceed through the Advent season and look forward to the celebration of God’s light shining 

in our midst. 

 

Peace & Blessings to you all, 

       

   

Pastor Jay 

  

     Thoughts from Jay  

 ATTENDANCE 
10/25  171 

11/1  161 

11/8  155 

11/15  140 



Mark Your Calendars… 
 
Nov 22  Covered Dish Lunch after worship 
Nov 24  Tuesday Night Choir Practice, 7pm 
Nov 26   Go East, Go Eat Run, 6:20 am 
Nov 26  Thanksgiving Breakfast, 8:00 am 
Nov 28   Decorate Sanctuary 
Dec 3  Theology on Tap, 6:30 pm 
Dec 4  Room In The Inn 
Dec 6  2 Worship Services, 9 am & 10:30 am 
Dec 6  Songs & Stories of Christmas, 5 pm 
Dec 6  Chili Supper after Service, 6 pm 
Dec 13  2 Worship Services, 9 am & 10:30 am 
Dec 18  Room In The Inn 
Dec 18   Grace for the Wounded Service, 7 pm 
Dec 20  2 Worship Services, 9 am & 10:30 am 
Dec 20  Covered Dish Lunch (with Santa) 
Dec 24  2 Christmas Eve Services, 6 pm & 8 pm 
Dec 24  Room In The Inn 

THIS MONTH IN  

EASTWOOD HISTORY 

 

November, 1951 
 

Church members are invited to attend the 

Union Thanksgiving Service in an article of 

the Eastwood Layman (annually mentioned 

in this newsletter through 1967). This break-

fast and service is a combined effort of the 

Hobson Methodist, Memorial Lutheran and 

Eastwood Christian Churches.  Information 

in the article indicates that Eastwood has par-

ticipated in this effort for several years.  The 

November 22, 1951 event is hosted by ECC.   

TWO EASTWOOD WORSHIP SERVICES! 
December 6, 13, 20 

 
As Eastwood continues to grow, our church leadership has been discussing how to respond positively to our 
growth.  At the November church Board meeting, we decided to try a joyful Advent experiment:  we will offer 
TWO Sunday morning worship services on the first three Sundays of December! 

  
Here is the Sunday morning schedule for Dec. 6, 13, and 20: 
  
9:00 a.m. First service 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Second service 

  
We are basically adding a first service on top of our existing Sunday morning schedule.  Eastwood people can 
decide what schedule best fits them and their families.  We hope that this will add some flexibility so that more 
people can come and worship together at Eastwood during Advent. 
  
Children: 
If families with children attend the first service, the children will stay through the Children’s Sermon, then be tak-
en over to their regular Sunday School class by one of our Children’s Ministry staff.  This will include all children 
through 5th grade, since it will be Sunday School.  Parents will then pick up the children in their classrooms after 
the first service.   
  
The second service will still keep our normal Children’s Worship after the Children’s Sermon.  Older children 
(ages 8 and up) will continue to stay in the second service with their families, as usual. 
  
The nursery will be available for all babies and toddlers from 8:45 a.m. through the end of the second service. 
  
Services: 
Both services will be essentially the same – sermon, hymns, offertory music.  There may be slightly different mu-
sic offered some weeks, and some different worship leaders for parts of the service. 
  
Our wonderful Eastwood adult choir has committed to sing both of the services on their big Christmas Choir Sun-
day – Dec. 20.  And the gifted Jennifer Kummer and Dieta and Stuart Duncan have also graciously committed to 
doing both offertories for their Sundays – Dec. 6 and 13.   
  
We’re excited to be able to provide two services to our community during this Advent season.  We hope that it 
will be a blessing and a further shining of God’s light.  We would love to hear from you about your thoughts on 
this – please share them with Pastor Jay, Pastor Christy Jo, or any Elder or staff member.   Thank you! 



 
Look out for The Contributor 

newspaper this holiday season. 

The newspaper will be sheets of 

wrapping paper designed by the 

talented vendors themselves! If 

you’d like to directly support a 

vendor, find them to purchase 

the special wrapping paper edi-

tions beginning Monday, No-

vember 23rd through the month 

of December." 

Again this year, ECC will be participating in the Angel Tree program benefiting the fami-
lies of Family and Children's Service. 

 
If you would like to adopt children through our Angel Tree program you 
will be invited to choose a child, shop and wrap gifts for this child.  You 
will then return the wrapped gifts to the church. 
 
Ornaments containing information about the children will be made 
available at church on Sunday Nov. 22 and Sunday Nov. 29.  Gifts will 
be due back to the church by Dec. 13.  For more information please 
contact Emily Nourse or Sue Caudill.  
 
Thank you so much to those of you who have participated in this pro-

gram in the past.  We are so grateful to have your wonderful support and generosity.  
 
To learn more about the mission and programs of Family and Children's Service, please 
visit www.fcsnashville.org. 

The Davidson County DA's office took away a trunk load of supplies for their Grace Empowerment pro-
gram thanks to the Serenity Sisters. Tammy Meade and 
Deb Smith meet monthly with women who've been 
trafficked for a training to help them get out of the trap 
of prostitution and addiction. Most local law enforce-
ment agencies treat trafficking victims as criminals. Da-
vidson County looked at who held the power and mon-
ey and it wasn't the women. Tomorrow 37 women will 
be treated to a Thanksgiving meal and a big bag of self 
care supplies collected by the Serenity Sisters. The 
items included hats, scarves, gloves, deodorant, sham-
poo & conditioner, toothbrush & toothpaste, bar and 
liquid soaps, feminine hygiene products, lotion, and 
more.  

http://www.fcsnashville.org


For God is not a God of Confusion, but of peace.                                                 1 Corinthians 14:33 A 

Muslim man, and a Christian woman with the Interfaith Cooperation Forum (ICF) organized a three-day 

peace workshop. Twenty Muslim, Christian and Hindu young people met to discuss efforts that have 

been made to bring about peace in their communities.  “People want to forgive, but not forget,” said a 

villager from a community where Muslims and Christians are learning to live in peace again after fifteen 

years of periodic violence. 

I asked the participants to reflect on why people fight wars. The list included division based on one’s 

identity (including religious identity), poverty, unemployment, and weak legal systems that foment cor-

ruption and impunity. The workshop included field visits to villages still facing conflict and to some that 

have achieved reconciliation between Muslims and Christians. This exposure gave us new insights into 

the current reality in the area. Villagers were adamant that they do not want the violence to return, that 

the violence benefits no one. 

A Lutheran pastor and the leader of a Muslim youth group were presenters. The Lutheran pastor said 

that in his interfaith program the Muslim youth speak at the church council meetings, and that Christian 

youth speak at the Muslim centers. Meanwhile, the Muslim leader said the Muslim youth group protects 

churches on Christmas. 

This workshop gave me a lot of hope for the future of interfaith relationships in Central Indonesia. The 

organizers received 70 applications for the 20 places in the workshop, indicating that there is a lot of 

interest, especially among its youth. Creating and nurturing relationships is one of the strongest safe-

guards to ensure that the two faith communities can live together peacefully as neighbors in the future. 

Bruce Van Voorhis serves as missionary with the Asia and Pacific Alliance of YMCAs in Hong Kong. His 
appointment is made possible by your gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, Our Churches Wider Mission, and 
your special gifts. 

November 2015:  
Muslim and Christian Youth 
Want Peace 

Summary October Actual October Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget Annual Budget 

Total Income $21,131.66 $21,133.32 $202,547.23 $202,983.36 $245,000.00 

Total Expense $17,987.42 $23,099.82 $202,165.11 $207,617.57 $250,200.00 

Bottom Line $3,144.24 -$1,966.50 $382.12 -$4,634.21 -$5,200.00 

October 2015 Year-to-Date Budget 

https://donate.globalministries.org/pages/donation-page-for-missionary-support


Thank you, PEACE SERVICE TEAM,  
for serving during this month . 

Bates (Taylor & Stephanie, Sidney, Benjamin) 

Clark (Jordan & Meagan, Ruby) 

Duemler (Julie, Wyatt) 

Ellis (Mandy) 

Ellithorpe (Grace) 

Frech (Bob & Sharon) 

Freeman (Dennis & Shelley, Emeline) 

Howard (Adam & Ann, Lila, Hollis) 

Hudson (Peggy) 

Ivie (Bill) 

Kummer (Steve & Jennifer, Elsa, Greta) 

McDonald (George & Teresa) 

Nourse (Emily) 

Nowak (Tim & Jamie) 

Parker (Lori, Jagger) 

Pendley (Justin & Cortney) 

Rogers (Courtney) 

Schafer (Kirk & Liz)) 

Sims (Jerry & Beth, Millie, Sadie) 

Stocks (Earl & Beverly) 

Taylor (Jeremy & Juanita, Catherine) 

Thomas (Harmonie) 

Elders:      Bob Frech, Sharon Frech, George McDonald 

Deacons:      Courtney Rogers, Jeremy Taylor, Shelley Freeman  

Months Serving:   August, December, April 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Jeremy Taylor ,  

who is our Lead Deacon this month,  

coordinating our worship service  and fellowship 

meal teams.  

 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Chelsea White and Luke Cressman will 

be part of the Hope Service Team. 

 

Max and Kathleen Haskett will be 

part of the Love Service Team. 



LECTIONARY READINGS    
         

12/6: Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 
12/13: Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
12/20: Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 
12/27: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

  December 

  Birthdays 

  

 
Miles Hallgren   December 2 
Kristen Hudson   December 8 
Grayson Frech   December 10 
Matt Holdren   December 10 
Caitlin McDonald  December 11 
Rae Sovereign   December 12 
Jennifer Kummer  December 13 
Anna Lombardo   December 13 
Viki Matson   December 14 
Mandy Ellis   December 16 
Brian Reed   December 16 
Christy Overall   December 17 
Beverly Nelson   December 18 
Charlotte Watkins  December 22 
Sharon Conklin   December 27 
Reanna Edwards  December 27 
Katie Burton   December 28 
Donna Gunn   December 31 
Ian Vanags   December 31 

December 

Anniversaries 

 

 
 
 

Sharon and Jimmy Conklin 
December 9 

 
Rae Sovereign & Diane Szczesniak 

December 20 
 

Julie and Silas Mathes 
December 30 

 
Linda & Scott Jamieson 

December 31 

 

 PRAYER  LIST 

Jere Adams 

Bubba Bradley 

Elsie Burbank 

Sandy Burton 

Bruce Cate 

Robert Cooper 

Kim Daly 

Charity Eden 

Atha Ellithorpe 

Grant Houston 

Jan Hutchins 

Bill Ivie 

Ryan & Alicia Smith 

Keeva Smotherman 

Thelma Tanley 

Stephen Wallach 

Evelyn Ware 

Neata Wiley 

Audrey Grace Williams 

Tanya Wooten 

Molly Wrigley 

Mike Yates 

Ralph Young 

Sherri Zerbe 

Peggy Jackson 

Ben & Marilyn Kooch 

Kate Krug 

  Anna Lombardo 

Rhonda Love 

Georgetta Madole 

Teresa Madole 

Lula Martin 

Elizabeth Maynard 

Rocky Maynard 

Mark Nelson 

Sara Parker 

Theresa Prochnow 



 

 

 

 

 Vol. 20,  No. 11       

The Evangel 
Eastwood Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

November, 2015 

 

The Evangel 

Eastwood Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

1601 Eastland Avenue 

Nashville, TN 37206 

EASTWOOD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

    (Disciples of Christ) 

    (615) 227-2285     Fax: (615) 228-4901 

www.eastwoodchristianchurch.org 

    e-mail: jay_ecc@bellsouth.net 

    Sunday School-9:15 am  Worship-10:30 am 

    

 

    Jay R. Hartley                                                                                        Senior Minister 

    Julie Duemler                                   Director of Children’s Ministries/Music Director 

    Christy Jo Harber                  Associate Pastor 

    Nathan Tenney                Associate Pastor  

    Chanhee Heo & Andrew Shaw                                                        Ministerial Interns    

    Ryan Huber                                                                                                      Organist 

    Heidi Hoeft                                                                             Administrative Assistant 

    Marcia Blair                                                                                      Nursery Attendant  

    Linda Armstreet                                                                               Nursery Attendant 


