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“Shining our light by welcoming all people, building community, and serving God and neighbor.” 

Christmas Lunch with Santa! 
After worship on Sunday,  
December 21 
Bring lots of food to share! 

Christmas Eve Service 
Wednesday, December 24, 6:00 pm 
Join us for our Traditional  
Candlelight Communion Service 

Christmas Eve Service 
Wednesday, December 24, 8:00 pm 
Join us for our new Bluegrass  
Candlelight Communion Service 



Greetings, my friends: 

 

“Hey, would you do me a favor?”   

 

We’ve all been asked to do stuff.  Sometimes it’s something little; sometimes it’s something 

big.  Sometimes it’s a friend asking; sometimes it’s a stranger.  Sometimes we’re happy to 

oblige; sometimes not so much – though we still might do it anyway. 

 

Perhaps the greatest “ask” of all time was when Angel Gabriel comes to a young woman named 

Mary and announces: And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus.  It’s an announcement – but presumably Mary had a choice.  Picture yourself 

in her shoes:   young, unmarried, engaged.   Would you take on this task – face the stares of 

your neighbors, the possible scorn of your fiancee?  Would you say yes?   Or would you pull a 

Jonah, and “run away to Ninevah?” 

 

Mary has two reactions.   The first: curiosity.  How can this be, since I am a virgin?  Often 

when someone surprises us, or asks something of us, or criticizes us, our first reaction is  

defensiveness.  We retreat, put up walls.  But it’s often so much better if we react with  

curiosity, if we stay open to the possibility of truth or opportunity in another person’s words.  

“Tell me more.”  “I was not expecting that, but I’m open to discussing it.” 

 

Mary’s second reaction:   willingness.  Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me  

according to your word.  Gabriel offers a big, important project to Mary, and she says yes.   

Not just “yes,” actually – she uses the words the prophets used when called by God:  Here am I.  

 

If you hear God calling – whether through the voice of a 

friend or neighbor, or through a deep inner voice – I encour-

age you to be curious.  Be open to the possibility that you 

have a divine commission, an opportunity to shine God’s light 

in our world.  And if you truly feel it’s a call from God, I en-

courage you to say yes.   Mary is our example:    Here am I, 

the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.  

 

Peace, Blessings, & Merry Christmas to you all, 

        

  

Pastor Jay  

  

 

Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 

with me according to your word.   

    

      – Luke 1:38      Thoughts from Jay  

 ATTENDANCE 
11/23  145 

11/30  107 

12/7  147 

12/14  193 



Here’s What’s Going On... 
Mark  
Your  
Calendars… 
 
 
 

December 18 Jocelyn Hartley’s Cello Recital, 4:oo pm 

December 19 Room in the Inn 

December 21 Christmas Covered Dish Lunch (with 

  Santa) after worship 

December 21 Community Christmas Caroling, 6pm 

December 24 Christmas Eve Services, 6:00 pm and 

  8:00 pm 

December 24 Room in the Inn 

December 25 Church office closed for Christmas 

December 26 Church office closed for Christmas 

December 28 Congregational Meeting after worship 

January 2 Room in the Inn 

January 11 New Member Luncheon 

January 16 Room in the Inn 

January 17 Scott Jamieson’s Ordination, 2:00 pm 

January 21 Fellowship Meal, 5:45 pm 

 
 

Welcome New Members –Brian, Annie, Owen, & 

Scarlett Neal  

 

ECC rejoices as we 

warmly welcome 

Brian, Annie,  

Owen, & Scarlett 

Neal  to our  

congregation. The 

Neals can be 

reached at:     

1309 Ordway 

Place, Nashville 

37206 and will be 

added to the  

Faithfulness 

Family. 

 

 
Welcome, Brian, 

Annie, Owen, & 

Scarlett ! 

Would you like to be a part of Eastwood Christian Church’s Visioning Task Forces?  Two groups have start-

ed meeting, and two others will begin in January.  These are short-term groups that will be meeting for the 

next couple of months and addressing specific areas in the growth of our community.  Below is a brief de-

scription of each task force.  If you have any interest, please contact Cindy Lovelace (Chair of Elders) at 

cfrancislovelace@gmail.com as soon as possible. 
 

Use of Facilities—This group is being led by our Property Chair Justin Pendley and is looking at our space and how 

it’s currently being used and may be used in the future.  Specifically the group is discussing solutions to accessibility 

in Fellowship Hall, and growth in worship services in our main sanctuary.  (currently meeting) 

 

Welcoming All People—This group is focusing on how we welcome visitors, engage, nurture, and grow new mem-

bers, and create our welcoming statement in the community.  (currently meeting) 

 

Building Community—This group will focus on how we connect with one another in the congregation, particularly 

in social activities.  The current Mission Family structure has been effective in getting the tasks of the church done, 

but is being reviewed as to how effective it is in connecting us to one another.  (begins in January) 

 

Learning and Growing in Christian Discipleship—This group will focus on how best to use our spiritual gifts in 

our community and how it may relate to small group formation for Bible studies, prayer, leadership training, 

etc.  (begins in January)   

mailto:cfrancislovelace@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

 

From  

the Church 

Mouse ... 

BIBLE TRIVIA QUESTION  

OF THE MONTH: 

 
Every Sunday, after the Children’s Mes-

sage, you see a group of young children 

leave the sanctuary to attend Children’s 

Worship – a special worship experience 

designed for children ages 4-2nd grade.  As 

you can tell if you’ve been paying attention 

when the children leave the sanctuary, Chil-

dren’s Worship is led by a different person 

every week.  We have a rotating team of 10

-12 people who lead once every 2-3 months  

– though we’d LOVE to add some people 

to the team.  

But what you don’t see is what happens.  

Children are told a Bible story every week 

using our bright and colorful felt board.   

The leader tells the story, placing felt pieces 

on the story board, and then lets the chil-

dren retell the story and place the piece 

themselves. 

And what our leaders don’t even see ...  is 

how the right felt piece are ready every sin-

gle week.  That – only the mice get to see.    

But we’ll let you in on our little secret: 

The lovely and generous Sue Caudill 

sneaks into the church building every Fri-

day morning, replaces all the felt pieces 

from the week before, and pulls new ones 

for the coming Sunday, and leaves every-

thing ready for the Children’s Worship 

leader.  Yet another example of generous 

service  

behind the 

scenes.  

Thank you, 

Sue, for your 

quiet leader-

ship and  

service!   ☺ 

Christmas Trivia!    For 25 points each, 

identify the gospel most associated with: 

1. Christ as the “Word” that has exist-

ed since before the beginning of 

time. 

2. Angel choirs singing to the shep-

herds, who then visit the baby in the 

manger. 

3. Magi visiting the baby Jesus with 

gifts from afar. 

4.  No Christmas/birth story at all. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know the answer, send it via email 

(jay_ecc@bellsouth.net) or voice mail (227-

2285 and press 1).  Correct answers will have 

their name printed in the next Evangel! 

  

Last Month’s Answer: 

1. Deborah & her forces defeated Sis-

era 

2.  Gideon placed a fleece outside his 

tent 

3. Jephthah sacrficed his daughter to 

fulfill a vow he made. 

4. Samson was betrayed by Delilah. 



Nathan Maben-Tenney was ordained on November 23 

The youth wish you a bright and warm holiday season!  

Summary Nov Actual Nov Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget Annual Budget 

Total Income $21,541.93 $19,224.67 $214,198.63 $204,975.33 $224,300.00 

Total Expense $14,322.79 $13,711.23 $195,822.85 $197,768.52 $224,300.00 

Bottom Line $7,219.14 $5,513.44 $18,375.78 $7,206.81 $0.00 

November’s Budget Report 



 

 

Thanksgiving Breakfast ~ 
Feast and Fellowship ~  
November 27 

Decorating for Advent  
November 29 



Children’s Choir 
sang during worship 
on December 7, led 
by Liz Johnson 

Hanging of the Greens Service and Chili Supper 
~ November 30 



The Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 14 
A Julie Duemler  
Production 

 



Guess I had it wrong – interpretation of the Christmas poinsettia, that is. According to legend, Pepita, a 

young girl from Mexico, visited baby Jesus on Christmas with only a bouquet of weeds to greet his birth. 

But because of her sweetness and sincerity, the weeds were miraculously turned into gorgeous poin-

settias. The traditional gloss on what this means is that the shape of the poinsettia leaves represents 

the Christmas star, the red represents Jesus’ blood, and, if the leaves are white, they are said to repre-

sent Christ’s purity.  There is also a redemption message embedded in the poinsettia. Where others 

see Christ’s blood on the cross and God’s redeeming love, I see red flower against white snow and feel 

hope. 

October is usually the driest time of the year in Timor (Indonesia), but this year it has stretched well into 

November.  Throughout Timor much of the landscape is barren, the land cracked deep, no color but 

brown.  Cattle have died of thirst, tempers run short, emotions high, constructive energy low. 

But some gifts are given only at this hottest time of the year, like the 

bougainvillea plants, their flowers glorious in shades of pink, or-

ange, and white. The bougainvillea flowers remind me of the Christ-

mas poinsettia – in the midst of a desolate landscape, there is al-

ways, year after year, this sign of hope that life persists and will 

flourish again. Bougainvillea is a tough plant with big thorns that run 

all along its branches. Its blossoms stand out against a dominant 

backdrop of monotonous brown. 

That’s the thing about hope as well. Often it is more thorny than velvety and can be difficult to handle. It 

often seems prickly because it must push back against all that threatens it. To be hope in the midst of 

pain, denial, or just dull oblivion may not always appear as an oasis or feel comfortable.  Hope stands, 

speaks, and expresses itself in flamboyant contrast to the dryness and monotone resignation that often 

surrounds it. It is hope, in large part, by virtue of its contrast to the dominant landscape. 

Christmas poinsettia, Timorese bougainvillea—these plants remind me that God so loved the world; 

God still does. May Christmas renew our hope to keep struggling for peace, justice, and the integrity of 

God’s good creation. 

Karen Campbell-Nelson and her husband John serve with the Evangelical Church of West Timor. 
Karen's appointment is supported by One Great Hour of Sharing, Our Churches Wider Mission, Disci-
ples Mission Fund and your special gifts. 

 

December 2014:  
The Gift of Hope 

http://globalministries.org/mission/missionaries/Campbell-Nelson-Karen.html


 

Peggy Bell 

Bubba Bradley 

Elsie Burbank 

Sandy Burton 

Melba Casey 

Bruce Cate 

Darcy Duncan 

Charity Eden 

Ira Ellithorpe 

Bart Francis 

Sharon Frech 

Ellen Graham 

Grant Houston 

Bill Ivie 

Peggy Jackson 

Hal Law 

  Anna Lombardo 

Leah Lucas 

Georgetta Madole 

Lula Martin 

Susan McBride 

Jamie Miller 

Joanna Stanfield Montgomery 

John Page 

Tom Pebworth 

Monica Rutherford 

Steve Stratton 

Grant Vosburgh 

Evelyn Ware 

Audrey Grace Williams 

Tanya Wooten 

Sue Worff 

Ralph Young 

Sherri Zerbe 

    PRAYER  LIST 

 

 

Adams (Jere) 

Bates (Taylor & Stephanie, Sydney, Benjamin) 

Brown (Andy & Elizabeth, Gracie) 

Caudill (Sue) 

Cunningham (George) 

Ellis (Mandy) 

Hartley (Jay & Dawn, Joseph, John, Jocelyn) 

Hoeft (Heidi, Ainsley Billings, Gracyn Billings) 

Honeycutt (Mark & Leah) 

Horner (Saundra, Hope Marie Brown) 

Hudson (Andy & Kristen, Charlotte, Benjamin) 

Hudson (Peggy) 

Ivie (Bill) 

Law (Samantha & Paul, Taylor Hinton, Sydney 

Hinton) 

Lumpkin (Barry)         

Maben-Tenney (Nathan & Lauri) 

Owens (James & Dottie) 

Perry (Scott & Kathy) 

Riggans (Terry & Alicia, Sam, Alexandra) 

Robinson (Dana, John) 

Rogers (Courtney) 

Rose (Jon & Natalya, George, Kseniya)         

Tanley (Thelma)  

Thank you, GENEROSITY FAMILY,  

for serving our congregation in January. 

Elders:  Bill Ivie, Kathy Perry, Scott Perry 

Deacons:  Andy Brown, Leah Honeycutt, 

Lauri Maben-Tenney  

Months Serving:  September, January & May 

Special thanks  
to Lauri  
Maben-Tenney 
who is our Lead 
Deacon this 
month,  
coordinating  
our worship      
service and  
fellowship meal 
teams. 

 

 

 

 

 

February 22, 2015 

NOAH  

Public Meeting with 

Mayoral Candidates 

More details to come! 



LECTIONARY READINGS    
         

1/4:   Jer 31:7-14; Ps 147:12-20; Eph 1:3-14; Jn 1:10-18 
1/11: Gen 1:1-5; Ps 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mk 1:4-11 
1/18: 1 Sam 3:1-10; Ps 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Cor 6:12-20; Jn 1:43-51 
1/25: Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 62:5-12; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20 

SCRIPTURE  READER 
 

January 4  John Hartley 
January 11  Jon Rose 
January 18  Courtney Rogers 
January 25  Lauri Maben-Tenney 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

January 4  Julie Duemler 
January 11  Jay Hartley 
January 18  Sharon Frech 
January 25  Nathan Maben-Tenney 

 

April 2008 January 2015  
 

The Generosity Family will be serving. 

CHILDREN’S  WORSHIP 
 
January 4  Christy Jo Harber 
January 11  Del Dorr 
January 18  Dawn Hartley 
January 25  Elizabeth Brown 
 

 
 
 

Matt Billingslea            January 4 
Ryman Billingslea  January 4 
Heidi Hoeft   January 4 
Cindy Reed   January 4 
Betty Plummer  January 7 
Jon Benson   January 8 
Olivia Connor   January 8 
John Madole, Sr.  January 10 
Teresa Pecinovsky  January 10 

Ellie Preslar   January 16 
Ralph Young   January 20 
Amanda Page   January 21 
Jonell Mosser   January 22 
Jean Phillips   January 25 
Scott Perry   January 26 
Ray Ashworth   January 27 
Jen Dominguez  January 27 
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    Jay R. Hartley                                                                                      Senior Minister 

    Julie Duemler                                 Director of Children’s Ministries/Music Director 

    Christy Jo Harber                  Youth Minister      

    Barry Lumpkin                                                                                               Organist 

    Heidi Hoeft                                                                           Administrative Assistant 

    Marcia Blair                                                                                    Nursery Attendant  

    Linda Armstreet                                                                              Nursery Attendant 

 


