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“Shining our light by welcoming all people, building community, and serving God and neighbor.” 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Breakfast 
You are all invited to attend our annual 

Thanksgiving Breakfast on November 27 at 8:00 am 

There is no charge for breakfast, but please bring non-perishable food 

items for East Nashville Cooperative Ministry. 

Please RSVP by noon on Tuesday, November 25 

Office_ecc@bellsouth.net or 227-2285 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

Sunday, November 30 at 5:00 pm 
Stories and Songs of Christmas Time 

 in the Sanctuary, followed by a 
Chili Supper in the Fellowship Hall 



Greetings, my friends: 

 

Thanksgiving is approaching, and I hear voices in my head.    

 

I hear voices like my grandmother saying:  

 

Don’t forget to count your blessings.    

 

I hear voices like Maria singing:  

 

Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens, bright copper kettles and warm woolen mittens, 

Brown paper packages tied up with strings; These are a few of my favorite things. 

 

I hear voices like Meister Eckhart saying: 

 

If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is 'thank you', it will be enough. 

 

Wise people from all walks of life have known and taught that the very best way to deal with 

life, to deal with all the challenges of life, is to be grateful for the good times.   We can 

choose to dwell on the negative, or we can choose to look at the positive, to express our 

thanks to the eternally creative source of all that is good.  And what we choose makes all the 

difference. 

 

I am grateful for all of you.  I am grateful to be in community with you.  I am grateful for  

the way ECC has helped us raise our children.  And I am grateful for the way I see you all 

shining the light of God’s love in so many ways. 

 

Peace & Blessings to you all, 

       

   

Pastor Jay 

  

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 

remember you in my prayers.    

 

      – Ephesians 1:16 

     Thoughts from Jay  

 ATTENDANCE 
10/26  114 

11/2  159 

11/9  121 

11/16  140 



THANK YOU to everyone who has taken 

part and pledged for our 2015 stewardship 

campaign, Moving Forward Together.  A spe-

cial thanks to the Nashville Improv Company 

for delivering a wonderful and funny impro-

vised Call to Offering on November 2 and to 

Jeremy Taylor for sharing why he gives on 

November 9. 

 

Your pledge makes a difference.  With your 

pledged gift for 2015, we are able to plan bet-

ter and to do more.  This is an exciting time in 

the life of our church community, and your 

gifts will go directly to helping us continue our 

growth, energy and witness. 

 

If you have not yet pledged, don't worry - 

there's still time!  You can call William Aaron, 

chair of Stewardship and Finance, at 557-

5082, or you can e-mail him your pledge at 

jwilliamaaron@comcast.net.  We hope to have 

all pledges collected by November 23. 

 

Your gifts have shaped and strengthened East-

wood Christian Church.  Thank you in ad-

vance for your gifts that will continue to move 

us forward together in 2015. 

 

William Aaron 

Task Forces from ECC Vision Report— 
 
Our Survey and Vision Meeting/Report has resulted in 
some short-term task forces who are addressing current 
needs within our congregation.  The good news is that 
all of these groups are meeting challenges from positive 
change…growth in numbers, desire for better communi-
ty, personal and spiritual growth, and overall welcoming 
ALL people.  This is very important work and we would 
like input from long term, middle term, and new mem-
bers.  Please contact Jay or Cindy Lovelace 
(cfrancislovelace@gmail.com) right away if you would 
like to be part of any of these groups.  Here is a descrip-
tion of each group, and members who have joined to 
date-- 
 
Welcoming All People Group—Brandon Brown, Eliza-
beth Brown, Adam Howard, Lindsay and Matt Powell, 
Lindsay and Lawson Soward, Beth and Scott Watkins, 
Allison Witt.  This group is focusing on how we welcome 
visitors, engage new members, nurture and grow new 
members, and how we are seen in the community 
around us.  
 
Building Community Group—Dieta Duncan, Chris 
Billingslea, Del Dorr, Bob and Sharon Frech, Dennis and 
Shelley Freeman, Ann Howard, Gina Waters  This group 
is focusing on the makeup and function of what we have 
called Mission Families, and social activities such as 
small groups, cell groups, social events in our congrega-
tion. 
 
Learning and Growing in Christian Discipleship—Dawn 
Hartley, Matt and Kristie Holdren, George McDonald, 
Nathan Maben-Tenney, Marie Wiggins  This group is 
focusing on using our spiritual gifts to grow our commu-
nity’s spiritual gifts ie Bible study, prayer groups, small 
group studies, leadership training, etc.   
 
Use of Facilities—Justin Pendley, Chair (Property Chair), 
William Aaron (Stewardship Chair), Jordan Clark, Bruce 
and Julie Howard, Mark Honeycutt (Board Chair), Cindy 
Lovelace (Chair of Elders), John Madole, Michael Page, 
Dave Waters and John Carpenter (member at Wood-
mont Christian Church and a structural engineer who 
helped with EC3 space development)  
 
Cindy Francis Lovelace 
cfrancislovelace@gmail.com 

Moving Forward Together 

mailto:jwilliamaaron@comcast.net
mailto:cfrancislovelace@gmail.com
mailto:cfrancislovelace@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

 

From  

the Church 

Mouse ... 

BIBLE TRIVIA QUESTION  

OF THE MONTH: 

 
“Hahaha!  You’re SO funny!” 

 

When you hear the words “comedy im-

prov,” you might think of laughing.  You 

might think of people telling funny jokes, 

or acting silly, or goofy, or borderline irre-

sponsible.  And you might be right.  But at 

Eastwood, we have other ways to thinking 

of comedy improv groups: as friends, and 

partners, and helpful servants. 

Among the groups that 

call our building home, 

is Nashville Improv 

Company.  Recently, 

they joined us for    

worship and kicked off 

our stewardship      

campaign:  

“Moving Forward Together.”  They also 

joined us for the Property Work Day in   

October, washing windows and polishing 

floors.  Most recently, they painted the   

railings in the Education Building stairwell. 

So laugh if you want, but we call Nashville 

Improv Company our friends & partners.  

One more example of Eastwood “building 

community!”   ☺ 

Tennesseans just elected a governor to “rule 

our land.”   The Israelites had a number of 

different leaders over time:   prophets,  

judges, especially kings.  Judges, often 

known as “deliverers,” being the least well-

known of the group, here is some “judges 

trivia.”   For 25 points each: 

 

1.  Which judge led Israel to a defeat of 

Sisera, commander of the army of 

Canaan? 

2. Which judge received divine reas-

surance by placing a fleece outside 

his door? 

3.  Which judge sacrificed his daughter 

to fulfill a vow he made in exchange 

for military victory? 

4.  Which judge was betrayed by his 

 foreign-born wife into the hands of 

 the Philistines? 

 
If you know the answer, send it via email 

(jay_ecc@bellsouth.net) or voice mail (227-

2285 and press 1).  Correct answers will have 

their name printed in the next Evangel! 

  

Last Evangel Trivia Contest Winners:     

We had no players in Bible Trivia. :-( 

 

Last Month’s Answer: After Moses viewed 

the Promised Land from Mount Nebo,  

Joshua took over and led that Israelites 

across the Jordan River to fight the Battle  

of Jericho. 



Eastwood spans the Globe! 
 
In November 2011, we started an experiment - we began sharing recordings of our Worship online, 
not knowing who, if anyone, might listen.  In less than three years we received more than 10,000 
unique downloads! We are truly a local church with a global presence. Some fun facts: 
 
** We've been downloaded in at least 109 nations on six continents. (Maybe Antarctica too - no 
way to track that.  ) 
** In the U.S., we've been downloaded in each of the 50 states and in Washington, DC. Only 35% 
of our US downloads - and only 20% of our total downloads - are from Tennessee. 
** 40% of our downloads come from outside of the U.S. 
** China is responsible for 13.8% of all our downloads. 
** The most popular download platform by far is iTunes, with 42.8% of all downloads. 
 

If you are not listening to us, you should be - you can have ECC with you wherever you go!  There 
are links on our web page, www.eastwoodchristianchurch.org, where you can subscribe to our pod-
cast through iTunes.  You can also access our archives and listen to anything we've every posted. 
 

 

Summary Oct Actual Oct Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget Annual Budget 

Total Income $16,705.77 $19,124.67 $192,656.70 $185,750.66 $224,300.00 

Total Expense $13,580.23 $15,496.23 $181,500.06 $184,057.29 $224,300.00 

Bottom Line $3,125.54 $3,628.44 $11,156.64 $1,693.37 $0.00 

October’s Budget Report 

http://www.eastwoodchristianchurch.org


 

It’s Christmas  
Pageant time!   

 

 

On Sunday, December 14, during our morning service, our kids will be presenting a small 
Christmas pageant, telling the story of the baby Jesus through songs and movement! 
 
Our story: The kid angels want to be part of the heavenly hosts’ proclamation at Jesus’ 
birth, but they’re too little to go.  What will happen when they slip down to earth to 
watch anyway? 
 
Our children’s choirs will be working on the pageant over the next few weeks, but all East-
wood kids are welcome to come and participate.  Please let me know if you’d like your child 
to be a part of it!  There will be singing parts, speaking parts, and moving parts.  Even if your 
child isn’t interested in singing, he or she can still be in the pageant – there’s something for 
everyone! 
And if any of you adults would like to be involved, please let me know that, too!  From child 
wrangling to organizing our simple costumes, we will be needing some fun and energetic 
helpers.   
 

Ms. Julie 

Here’s What’s Going On... 
Mark  
Your  
Calendars… 
 
 

November 21 Room in the Inn ~ volunteer sign-up 

sheets are in the back of the sanctuary, but you can 

also click on this link:  

www.SignUpGenius.comgo/10C044EABAB29A5F94-
room/7281361 

 

November 23 Nathan Maben-Tenney’s Ordination, 

  during worship 

November 25 Tuesday Night Choir Practice 

November 27 Thanksgiving Breakfast, 8:00 am 

November 29 Decorate the sanctuary, 9:00 am 

November 30 Hanging of the Greens, 5:00 pm with 

  a chili supper to follow! 

December 5 Room in the Inn 

December 14 Christmas Pageant, during worship 

December 19 Room in the Inn 

December 21 Christmas Covered Dish Lunch (with 

  Santa) after worship 

December 24 Christmas Eve Services, 6:00 pm and 

  8:00 pm 

Angel Tree!! 

This year we will be partnering 

with Family & Children’s Ser-

vices to help provide Christmas 

gifts for families and children 

who might not otherwise re-

ceive any. I will have the orna-

ments with the children’s wish lists ready to pass out 

on Sunday, November 23. If you want to participate 

and won’t be in church on the 23
rd
, please let me 

know via email at elliepreslar@gmail.com or phone 

(479-595-3101) and I will hold one back for you. All 

wrapped gifts must be returned to the church by Sun-

day, December 7.  As in years past, we will have both 

children with gift requests as well as teenagers with gift 

card requests in $25 increments to Walmart or Target. 

Please contact me with any questions, and thank you 

for helping us continue this Eastwood tradition!   

     ~Ellie Preslar 

http://www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C044EABAB29A5F94-room/7281361
http://www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C044EABAB29A5F94-room/7281361
mailto:elliepreslar@gmail.com


On November 16th the youth took a close look at poverty and homelessness in Nashville.  Lindsey Krinks and our very 
own Teresa Pecinovsky led our experience through Open Table, an interfaith non-profit that disrupts cycles of poverty, 
journeys with the marginalized and provides education about issues of homelessness.  We began our experience at 
Downtown Presbyterian where we unloaded a car full of blankets that had just been donated; we each took one blanket 
that we could keep dry on our walk down to the riverfront—it was cold and raining this particular Sunday afternoon.  
When we met people on the streets we were instructed to greet them, ask their name and say, “Take what you need.”  
We experienced that people were very grateful to receive a dry blanket.  Our next stop was the Downtown Public Li-
brary where we toured the Civil Rights Collection 
and then debriefed around a replica of the lunch 
counters that were popular in the civil rights era. 
 
Reflections from the youth: 
“This stuff is real and it can be changed. It won’t 
work if just one person is helping—we need a lot 
of people.” Katie Madole  “It’s important to 
raise public awareness through social media.”  
Nathan Witt  “People need blankets to survive 
the cold winter.” Ben Fanning  “Many places 
are private property, so it’s illegal for our friends 
on the streets to sit down.”  Jared Witt  “You 
don’t have to do something huge—small acts mat-
ter, do something whether it’s small or big.”  Jag-
ger Parker  “Share stories and tell of the great need people have.”  John Hartley  “A lot of people look down on 
those who have been made homeless—but they are kind and smart. They have the same worth as we do.”  Nash 
Beasley  “I know someone who could have easily been  homeless if they didn’t have a safety net of people in their cor-
ner.  This issue has to be a group effort.” Nick Lewandowski “The gap between those who have been made homeless 
and those who are not should be getting smaller, not larger.” Jocelyn Hartley  “You handed Jesus a blanket today, 
you kept Christ warm  
today and that is powerful.” Lindsey Krinks 
 
As we continue to move forward with our eyes wide open, I am grateful for the youth and sponsors 
that seek to “echo love” in all that they do and say. 

peace, 

christy jo 

YOUTH NEWS 

 

 

October 6, 2014 
 
Dear Friends: 
 

Thank you for your kind donation of School Kits to Church World Service.  Your compassion has given individuals and 
families touched by disaster the tangible evidence that they matter.  That someone cares.  And they are not alone. 
 
Disasters can strike anywhere, anytime.  And they can take many forms: tornados, earthquakes, civil conflict, drought, 
hurricanes and more. But with the support of caring people like you 
 - who understand the urgency of responding after a disaster—people in crisis receive help when they need it, and hope 
for the future. 
 
Here are home or overseas, when tragedy strikes, your donations ensure that help is never far behind. 
 
With deepest gratitude, 
 
Rev. John L. McCullough 
President and CEO 



 

 

In Sympathy 

Our deepest sympathy to Linda and 

Scott Jamieson upon the death of 

Linda’s mother, Darlene  

Knussman, on November 10. 

 

Peggy Bell 

Bubba Bradley 

Elsie Burbank 

Sandy Burton 

Melba Casey 

Bruce Cate 

Charity Eden 

Ira Ellithorpe 

Bart Francis 

Sharon Frech 

Ellen Graham 

Grant Houston 

Bill Ivie 

Peggy Jackson 

Hal Law 

Anna Lombardo 

Leah Lucas 

Georgetta Madole 

Lula Martin 

Susan McBride 

Jamie Miller 

Joanna Stanfield Montgomery 

Tom Pebworth 

Monica Rutherford 

Steve Stratton 

Grant Vosburgh 

Evelyn Ware 

Audrey Grace Williams 

Tanya Wooten 

Sue Worff 

Ralph Young 

Sherri Zerbe 

    PRAYER  LIST 

THIS MONTH IN  

EASTWOOD HISTORY 
December 12, 1971 

Eastwood’s first “Hanging of the 

Greens” Service is held.   

Organized by Carlton Bogel, the 

 service becomes an  

Eastwood tradition. 

Benson (Jon & Sarah) 

Bland (Ralph & Veronica) 

Burton (Sid) 

Cate (Bruce) 

Dorr (Del) 

Duncan (Stuart & Dieta, Darcy) 

Frech (Jason & Sheena) 

Houston (Grant) 

Jamieson (Scott & Linda) 

Kummer (Steve & Jennifer, Elsa, Greta) 

Martin (Margaret) 

Mathes (Julie & Silas, Greta, Clara, Mollie) 

Overall (Joel & Christy) 

Owens (Kenneth)  

Page (Michael & Amanda, Mack) 

Parker (Lori, Jagger) 

Preslar (Brad & Ellie) 

Reed (Brian & Jennifer, Silas) 

Swinger (Gary) 

Wiggins (Gay & Bill) 

Wiggins (Marie, Jeannie) 

Witt (Michael & Allison, Jared, Nathan) 

Thank you, COMPASSION FAMILY,  

for serving our congregation in December. 

Elders:   Sid Burton, Del Dorr, Marie Wiggins, 

Allison Witt 

Deacons:  Sarah Benson, Bruce Cate, Linda 

Jamieson  

Months Serving:  December, April, & August 

Special 

thanks to  

Linda         

Jamieson who 

is our Lead 

Deacon this 

month, coor-

dinating our 

worship      

service and 

fellowship 

meal teams. 



LECTIONARY READINGS    
         

12/7: Isa 40:1-11; Ps 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Pet 3:8-15a; Mk 1:1-8 
12/14: Isa 61:1-4, 8-11; Ps 126; 1 Thess 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
12/21: 2 Sam 7:1-11, 16; Lk 1:47-55; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 
12/28: Isa 61:10-62:3; Ps 148; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:22-40 

SCRIPTURE  READER 
 

December 7  Christy Overall 
December 14 Children’s Pageant 
December 21 Brad Preslar 
December 28 Linda Jamieson 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

December 7  Choir 
December 14 Children’s Pageant 
December 21 Christy Jo Harber 
December 28 Bob Frech 
 

April 2008  December 2014  
 

The Compassion Family will be serving. 

CHILDREN’S  WORSHIP 
 
December 7  Teresa Pecinovsky 
December 14 Children’s Pageant 
December 21 Jonell Mosser 
December 28 Sharon Frech 
 

 
 
 

  December 

  Birthdays 

  

 
Miles Hallgren   December 2 
Lily Fitch   December 7  
Kristen Hudson   December 8 
Robert Grayson Frech  December 10 
Matt Holdren   December 10 
Caitlin McDonald  December 11 
Rae Sovereign   December 12 
Jennifer Kummer  December 13 
Anna Lombardo   December 13 
Viki Matson   December 14 
Mandy Ellis   December 16 
Brian Reed   December 16 
Christy Overall   December 17 
Beverly Nelson   December 18 
Charlotte Watkins  December 22 
Sharon Conklin   December 27 
Reanna Edwards  December 27 
Katie Burton   December 28 
Donna Gunn   December 31 

December 

Anniversaries 

 

 
 
 

Sharon and Jimmy Conklin 
December 9 

 
Rae Sovereign & Diane Szczesniak 

December 20 
 

Julie and Silas Mathes 
December 30 

 
Linda & Scott Jamieson 

December 31 
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