
March 7, 2004

“Using Our Gifts”
1 Corinthians 12:4-13 and Luke 21:1-4

This week’s theme: “Our VISION is to be a body where everyone uses their gifts for God’s 
ministry.”

I heard a minister tell a story once about a woman in his congregation.  She told him: 
“I’ve been involved in the children’s ministry for 20 years, and you know what, I really don’t 
like being around children.  But I realize that it is not appropriate for me as a Christian to ask 
whether or not I enjoy something.  The important thing is to serve God.”  The minister went on 
to say that the children’s program in that church was a disaster – that not only did the woman 
suffer, but the children suffered, the parents suffered, the pastor suffered – even God suffered.

“Our Vision is to be a body where everyone uses THEIR GIFTS to serve God.”  Our 
vision is NOT to be a church where people do things they hate out of guilt or a misguided sense 
of obligation.  In the past several years, there’s been something going on known as the “Spiritual 
Gifts Movement.”  Mainline denominations have suddenly been talking about spiritual gifts.  At 
General Assembly last October, I attended a workshop on a program called: “Gifted to Serve.”  
Another was entitled “Gift-Oriented Ministry.”  Lindenwood Christian Church in Memphis has 
begun a special membership class for people to discover and make a plan for using their spiritual 
gifts.  Our churches are finally starting to move away from models that took the joy out of 
ministry, that led people to burn out because they were doing things they didn’t enjoy, that made 
people feel like oppressed Christian servants.  The idea is simple: Don’t do something you don’t 
enjoy and aren’t good at for 20 years!  God gives you gifts, and God calls you to use those gifts 
in ministry.

Perhaps the most important part of the Christian faith journey is discovering and using 
your spiritual gifts.  Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and 
sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.”  Spiritual gifts are defined as: “Manifestations of 
the divine within a person intended for building the body of Christ.”  Many people don’t know 
their gifts: someone who sings all the time doesn’t realize they have the gift of music – they just 
can’t understand why not everybody wants to sing in the choir.  People with the gift of 
hospitality are frequently inviting people over, cooking meals, help others feel welcome and 
comfortable.  They often do it without thinking.  They say stuff like: “Oh, I’m not very talented.  
All I can do is cook.”  Others say: “all I can do is work with children.”  And everyone else 
thinks: “Wow, they are so good with children.  I wish I could do that.”  The spiritual gift 
movement says: “Stop doing jobs around the church out of mere obligation, or because nobody 



else will do it.”  Start looking at yourself and your gifts and asking:  “Why did God give me 
these gifts?  What does God want me to do with them?”

What does it look like when someone is using their spiritual gifts?  Here’s a story about a 
man named Robert.  “Robert is a well-known figure in his congregation.  Every Sunday morning, 
you can find him at the front doors of the church, eagerly greeting newcomers and members 
alike.  He has a special talent for remembering names and makes everyone feel welcome.  Many 
new members of the church cite Robert’s generous smile and warm handshake as a key reason 
for joining the church.  Robert’s gift of hospitality never seems to flag.  Recently, he expanded 
his ministry by organizing a corps of greeters to share his work.  His is not a short-term 
commitment, but rather an enthusiastic and joyful response to God’s call.”

Be careful not to confuse spiritual gifts with basic Christian duties.  There’s an old 
saying: “a little knowledge is dangerous.”  Some people first hear about spiritual gifts and say: 
“Great.  Now I have an excuse not to do stuff.  Just say: God didn’t give me that gift.”  Like 
when the Pony Express Stewardship Campaign comes to your house, all you have to do is say: 
“Oh, I’m so sorry, but God didn’t give me the gift of generosity.”  That’s not the point of the 
Spiritual Gifts movement.  Some people have the gift of prayer.  They really enjoy taking an 
hour or more a day and praying to God, praying for their friends, their church family, the world.  
It comes naturally.  Others find it a struggle.  But we all need to pray.  My friend Beth Pattillo 
once told someone: “Just because you don’t have the GIFT of prayer doesn’t exempt you from 
praying.”  There’s a difference between spiritual gifts and basic Christian responsibilities.

Another danger is people start comparing their gifts.  “Look at her, she’s so gifted, she 
does so much.  I can’t do anything like that.”  Paul tells the church: “There are varieties of gifts, 
but the same spirit.”  Not everyone gets the same gifts, but they are ALL important for the body 
of Christ.  Every single gift that someone in this room today has is important for the body of 
Christ.  Our duty is not to compare our gifts, but to use them.  Jesus saw a poor widow throw two 
copper coins into the treasury and said: “Truly I tell you, she has put in more than all of them.  
She has given all she has.”  Our duty is not to compare our gifts, but to use them.

“Our vision is to be a body where everyone uses their gifts for God’s ministry.”  The 
Bible is very clear: gifts are to be used for the common good.  Paul writes: “to each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”  God doesn’t give us gifts so we can show off.  
Gifts are to be used to build up the body of Christ, to glorify God.  They are gifts to the whole 
community.  There’s a young woman in town who used to live in Hollywood.  She was a very 
gifted screen-writer.  Made big bucks.  Wrote for a major sitcom.  But she came home every 
night feeling sick.  All day long she and her co-writers poked fun of people, made jokes at 
someone’s expense, wrote stories of betrayal and manipulation.  She was using her gifts, but not 



to build up the body, not to glorify God.  And she knew that.  And finally she quit, moved to 
Tennessee, embarked on a quest to find healthier ways to use her gifts.  Gifts are to be used for 
the common good ... otherwise we’re burying our light under a bushel basket.   If you’ve ever 
given someone a special Christmas gift and seen them just put it in a closet and never use it, you 
might be able to imagine how God feels when we don’t use our spiritual gifts for the common 
good.

The current Spiritual Gift movement has created a lot of programs to help people 
discover and learn to use their spiritual gifts.  I’ve been reviewing several of these programs, 
because I see one of my major roles to be helping people find ways to use their gifts, ways that 
are both deeply meaningful to them and deeply helpful to others.  And of all the programs I’ve 
seen, the very best one is called FAITH LEADER, and it just happens to have been developed at 
Woodmont Christian Church.  Faith Leader — they know it over there as Leadership Woodmont, 
but the rest of the country knows it as Faith Leader – walks people through a path of spiritual 
growth and discovery.  People in the small group explore their various gifts, and the program 
ends with each participant writing their own Personal Plan for Ministry ... a written plan for how 
they are going to use their gifts for the common good.  Faith Leader is one of the more exciting 
adult education and spiritual growth options we are discussing here at Eastwood.  Please let me 
know if you are interested.  And I might add a word to our guests – if I were you I’d start 
twisting Beth’s arm to come out with Faith Leader for Youth, because I think it has the potential 
to be the best youth curriculum available.

If anything I have said today rings true in your life, like deep in your heart you feel your 
life is a little or a lot of kilter, like you aren’t really in line with what God may have intended for 
you, like you are feeling burned out by doing things you don’t really enjoy, come talk to me.  
God has given us all spiritual gifts, and both the church and the world are deeply in need of us 
using our gifts in service.  The famous words of today’s anthem are the best response we can 
make to thank God for God’s many gifts: “ Take my life and let it be consecrated Lord to thee. ... 
Take my moments and my days, take my hands, take my feet, take my voice, take my lips, take 
my silver and my gold, take my intellect, take my will, take my heart, take my love, take my 
self!”  “Our VISION is to be a body where everyone uses their gifts for God’s ministry.”   – 
Amen.


