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“Serving God And Neighbor”
Joshua 24:14-21 &  John 13:5,12-15    (+ allude to Matthew 25:31-46)

The Farewell Address is one of my favorite types of prose, the final words someone has 

to offer their community or their loved ones.  George Washington’s farewell address has long 

been a favorite of American historians, the first president’s advice to the nation about how to 

prosper together. Dwight David Eisenhower left office warning us to beware the military-

industrial complex, that our democratic process was in danger of being taken over by large 

companies with their own interests.  One of the most important documents in the history of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is “The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield 

Presbytery,” a farewell address of sorts by Barton Stone and company as they dissolved their 

presbytery in search of Christian unity. If you had one last chance to offer guidance to your loved 

ones, to offer advice to your community, what would you say?  What would you write in your 

farewell address?

Joshua had something to say.  Joshua gathered the entire people of Israel, told them all to 

come hear his farewell address.  As a younger man, Joshua took over for Moses, led the people 

into the Promised Land, fought the battle of Jericho, and divided the land between the 12 tribes 

of Israel.  He led them from a ragged bunch of people wandering in the wilderness to a nation 

settled in a new homeland.  When his life’s work was nearly complete, Joshua called for all the 

tribes, all the elders, all the people of Israel to gather around him one more time.  Joshua had 

something to say:  “Serve God.”  Joshua reminded them that God had saved them from Egypt, 

cared for them through the wilderness, given them a new life.  They were free people, living in a 

land of plenty – and they owed it all to God.  So Joshua said: “Serve God.  Serve God faithfully, 

sincerely.  Don’t use people.  Don’t abuse the land.  Be faithful to God’s commands.”  In fact, 

Joshua’s last words are more than just advice: they are a challenge.  Joshua asks the people to 

make a choice.  “Choose this day whom you will serve – God who gives you life, or some other, 

lesser god – but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  

Seems an easy decision.  The people quickly answer: “We also will serve the Lord, for he 

is our God.”  Wouldn’t you?  I sure would have.  If I’d have been there, I’d have said: count me 

in, of course I’ll serve God.  And I’d have been surprised by Joshua’s response.  “You cannot 



serve the Lord.” << PAUSE >>  Joshua doesn’t want a bunch of hypocrites, a bunch of insincere, 

shallow-minded, say-one-thing-and-do-another followers.  “You cannot serve the Lord ... you are 

too fickle.  You are too weak.  You are too prone to temptation, to making excuses, to 

rationalizing your hurtful behavior.  You cannot serve the Lord.”  Joshua is clear about the 

farewell message he wants to leave for his people: he doesn’t want people who say they will 

serve God but really care more about money, about sports, about watching television.  If you 

think about the amount of money going into one football game today and then think about the 

number of homeless and hungry people in our country, you know why Joshua looked at the 

people and said: “You cannot serve the Lord.”  Choose today who you are going to serve ... but 

don’t say you’re going to serve God unless you really mean it, unless you plan to serve God with 

your hands, with your wallet, with your whole being.

Jesus also made a farewell address.  In fact, he made 4 of them.  One of the best ways to 

compare Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are to look at the Farewell instructions Jesus gives his 

disciples in each of them.  John’s is the longest, 5 whole chapters. You get the feeling he has 

something he desperately wants his disciples to understand.  It starts with chapter 13: “Jesus 

knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father.”  So he gathers his 

disciples together one last time, for one last meal together.  During the meal Jesus gets up and 

takes a basin and a towel and begins to wash their feet. “You must serve.  You must serve one 

another.”  Joshua gathers the entire nation for one last grand speech.  Jesus gathers just 12 

followers and gets down on his hands and knees like a servant.    A different approach, but a 

similar message.  Serve God.  Serve each other.  Jesus’ emphasis is this ... that the way to serve 

God is by serving your neighbor.  Most of you know the famous passage in Matthew chapter 25:  

that whenever you give a cup of cold water to someone in need, whenever you give clothing or 

food or shelter to someone who is in need, you are giving it to him ... you are giving it to God.  

Serve God by serving your neighbor.  So Jesus gets down on his hands and knees with a basin 

and a towel.  And then he says: “You also ought to wash one another’s feet.”  Jesus’ farewell 

address.

One of our goals here at Eastwood Christian is for each one of us to serve in at least 2 

different ways.  First: find a way to serve people in need.  An easy way to start is Room in the 

Inn.  Each month several of us serve 10 homeless guests, providing 3 meals, a warm place to 

stay, and friendly conversation.  You can help be driving, cooking, serving, cleaning, doing 



laundry, spending the night.  We’d like for every single person to find at least one way to help 

with the Room in the Inn program each year.  If you’re 4 years old you can come over and tell 

jokes to the guests – no one is too young or too old to help brighten the lives of people in need.  

RE-Hab is a home repair ministry during the warmer months.  One Saturday morning a month 

helps older, low-income people stay in their homes.  Our mission to serve God means finding at 

least one way to regular serve people in need.  It’s a basic Christian duty.

While Matthew 25 focuses on serving people in need, Jesus’ message to his disciples in 
John 13, when he stoops to wash their feet, is that they should serve each other.  Part of being in 

Christian community is serving each other.  Jesus served them, Jesus served us, we are to serve 
each other.  Church life is made up of lots of acts of service ... baking the communion bread we 
eat each week, cleaning communion trays, decorating the sanctuary or fellowship hall, mowing 
the lawn.  Betty Goodpaster was over here yesterday polishing the communion trays.  You don’t 

have to volunteer for everything, as long as we all find some way to serve each other and help 
make the congregation go.  If I teach SS, someone else prepares communion, someone else 
changes light bulbs, the congregation works.  Some of you are more able, and some of you are 

such amazing servants you do many of these things.  But we all need to find at least one way to 
serve each other.  It’s part of the commitment of being a church member.  Serving God, serving 
neighbor, serving each other.

Amen.


