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“Grounded In A Rich History”
Hebrews 11:1-8, 23, 29-38; Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Thom Schuyler, an Elder at Woodmont Christian Church, is also a songwriter.  Thom 
wrote a song about a young man who is about to get married.  He’s worried.  He sees people 
getting divorced, and he wonders whether he and his fiancee will be able to make it through the 
tough times and work things out.  The young man talks to his father about his fears.  His dad 
said, “You know, I had the same fears when I was getting married to your mother, and I talked to 
your grandfather about it.  And Grandpa said: “You come from a long line of love.  When things 
get hard, you won’t give in.  Because you come from a long line of love.”  Knowing your past 
helps you know who you are.

“A wandering Aramean was my ancestor.”  Stories reminding people of their past are 
prominent in the Bible.  You just heard two of the most famous.  Hebrews 11 recounts the faith 
of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, 
Samuel, the prophets -- a great cloud of witnesses.  Remember the faith of these ancestors, and 
we too can persevere in faith.  Deuteronomy 26 is  Moses’ farewell address to the Israelites, 
where he tells them to remember their past. When you come into the promised land, remember 
who you are.  Tell your story.  “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor.”  Went down to Egypt, 
became a great nation, was enslaved by the Egyptians, cried out to the Lord, and the LORD 
brought us out of Egypt to a land flowing with milk and honey.  Moses wants the people to 
remember who they are.  You come from a long line of love.  You come from a long line of faith.  
A wandering Aramean was my ancestor.  Remember your past.  Know who you are.

“Our vision is to be an assembly GROUNDED in a rich history and Disciples tradition.”  
Eastwood Christian Church is going through an important time of transition.  We’re experiencing 
some generational changes: new leaders emerging, long-serving leaders aging.  It’s what 
prompted our whole mission & vision process, the need to clarify who we are, who we’ve been, 
who we hope to be in the future.  Out of this process came a vision, including the vision to be an 
assembly grounded in a rich history and Disciples tradition.  Not stuck in the past.  Not frozen to 
tradition.  But not out of touch with our past, not unaware of who we’ve been.  Knowing your 
history and tradition help keep you from wandering aimlessly, help keep you on track.  And so 
like Moses, we seek to tell our story, to remember who we are, and thus to have a vision of who 
we will be.



Telling the story of your life, not to mention the story of your ancestors, is a big project.  
One of the all-time greatest works of literature is a book called Tristram Shandy, a book in which 
the narrator starts out to tell his autobiography.  By page 300 or so he isn’t even born yet.  He 
complains through the book that he keeps getting further and further behind.  And since Bob 
Frech has softball practice scheduled for 12:30,  I am not going to stand up here and try to tell 
you everything significant about our past.  Today I just want to give a brief summary of three 
aspects of who we are: people rooted in Christian history, rooted in the Disciples of Christ 
tradition, and rooted here at Eastwood Christian Church.

To understand Christian history you have to go all the back into Jewish history, to 
understand the covenants God made with Abraham and David.  God was good to the Israelites, 
rescued them from slavery, blessed them, gave them a new home.  And in return God expected 
the people to be grateful.  God expected the people to be good to each other, just as God was 
good to them.  When they got off course, which they did all too often, God sent a prophet to 
challenge them, to call them back to faithfulness.  One way to understand Jesus is to see him in 
this long line of prophets, challenging people to wake up, to remember they are God’s people, 
and that God has high expectations.  Challenge is an essential part of Christian history – the edge 
Jesus had in challenging people to love and give and welcome strangers.

God’s grace is the other most essential part of Christianity.  Jesus’ call to repent is a 
message that God is more interested in what we can be than in what we have been, that God 
offers us a new beginning, new life.  The kingdom of God is right here, among you.  All you 
have to do is see it.  All you have to do is accept it.  The offer is open to all people.  It is not 
based on merit.  It can’t be earned.  God loves you and wants the very best for you.  Jesus tried 
so hard to get this message across.  As we’ve said before, Jesus was sent to comfort the afflicted, 
and to afflict the comfortable.  Challenge and comfort.  Judgment and Grace – two important 
aspects of the Christian tradition.  We come from a long line of Love.  But not mushy, 
sentimental love.  The Love of Christ had an edge to it as well.

Christianity appears in many forms, frequently bringing peace and joy into people’s lives, 
but sometimes straying from Jesus’ message to “love your neighbor.”  Christian crusades, 
Southern ministers justifying slavery, the condemnation of various groups of people are some of 
the manifestations of the Christian tradition that have wandered too far from the message of 
Jesus.  One manifestation is known as the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  When some 
Christians said God’s love and grace were reserved for only a few chosen people, early Disciples 
said: “No.  God’s grace is for everyone.”  Disciples see Christianity as a way of life, emphasizing 
unity and love of neighbor.  Disciples encourage freedom of thought, encouraging Christians to 
explore their faith with open minds. Doubts are welcome here.  We have no litmus test.  We don’t 



have to agree ... we just have to love.  Disciples believe that all Christians have gifts, that we are 
all called to use them, that it doesn’t matter whether you’re male or female or brown or tan or 
pink or black or white – that all people are precious children of God, loved by God.  Eastwood’s 
vision to be “grounded in Disciples tradition” means that we affirm this way of being the church, 
that we seek to be faithful to the Disciples tradition of openness, inclusion, freedom of thought.

For over 130 years, East Nashville has been the location of a variety of congregations in 
the Disciples tradition, congregations whose people eventually became Eastwood Christian 
Church.  Four years ago, when the pulpit committee was considering calling me, I was looking at 
a document called the Congregational Profile.  I read about the budget, the number of church 
members, various church statistics – stuff that was supposed to give me an idea about Eastwood 
Christian Church.  Being young and foolish, I thought I had a decent understanding of the 
congregation.  But I had NO IDEA how rich a history is present in this community.  There’s a 
deep confidence that we can overcome challenges ... one church building was destroyed by fire, 
another blown away by a tornado.  It must have been hard, but this congregation has overcome 
challenges.  There’s the ability to work together ... one church building was built in a day, with 
the whole community pitching in.  The day we moved into the parsonage 13 men showed up to 
our house with pickup trucks, ready to move all our belongings.  The church can work together.  
There’s a history of community life, of love and support, fun and fellowship.  The church takes 
vacations together, goes to Bethany Hills together, celebrates Thanksgiving together.  Anymore I 
just walk into this sanctuary and I can feel the cloud of witnesses, faithful people who have loved 
deeply.  Let us all remember ... we come from a long line of Love. 

“A wandering Aramean was my ancestor.”  Knowing your past helps you know who you 
are. Let us embrace the future grounded in a rich history, grounded in Disciples tradition, 
grounded in the Christian faith.       – Amen


