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Souper Bowl of Caring is Back! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The youth will be continuing their annual tradition of hosting a   
Souper Bowl of Caring meal after church on February 2 of soup and 
sandwiches. We encourage you to join us! While the meal is a good 
time for fellowship and we highly encourage that, it is also a good 

time to remember our many blessings and our brothers and sisters 
who are less fortunate.  What can you do? Two things: 

 
 You can bring canned goods (canned meats and peanut butter 

are the most needed) to donate! 
 Give an extra offering! 

 
Help us reach our goal of collecting 250 canned items and, in the 

words of one youth, “as much money as possible.” Proceeds will be 
given to East Nashville Cooperative Ministries. 



Greetings, my friends: 

 

Fear is not something we talk about a lot.  I’m not sure if it’s because we are AFRAID to 

talk about fear, or if we are in denial about our fears, or if we just don’t think we are afraid 

of anything.  I am grateful that we live in a mostly safe, stable society, and that I don’t usu-

ally live in fear of car bombs or police brutality or drought. I realize as I write these words 

that anything can happen to anyone at any time or place.  Life is tenuous.  But for the most 

part, I don’t live in fear of major calamity happening in my world. 

 

And yet, we have all kinds of little fears that creep into our daily lives.  Fear of rejection may 

keep us from going for a promotion, or asking someone out.  Maybe we are afraid of asking 

our kids to clean their rooms because they will yell at us, or afraid to bring up an issue with 

our partner because it might unravel a whole can of worms.  While major fears can obvi-

ously paralyze us, little fears subtly hold us back and can detract from our quality of life. 

 

Fear must have been a big part of the ancient world, as one of the most prominent messages 

of scripture is: “Do not fear;   do not be afraid.”  Faith and fear have a long relationship.  

Some people trust that God will protect them from all harm.  Many of these, however, lose 

their faith if something bad does happen to them. Others don’t see God as a guarantee that 

nothing bad will happen, but as a source of strength WHEN bad things happen.  In this view, 

God becomes a source of the courage to live – to live without inordinate fear, because we 

know that God’s loving presence will always be there for us. 

 

Psalm 27 is a beautiful expression of the faith that 

frees us to live:  The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear?  Faith that we are eternally known 

in the mind of God gives us courage to face life know-

ing that no matter what happens, no matter what any-

one does to us, nobody can separate us from living in 

the very being of God.  The Lord is the stronghold of 

my life;  of whom shall I be afraid? 

 

Peace & Blessings to you all, 

       

   

Pastor Jay 

  

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear?   

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;  of 

whom shall I be afraid?   

      – Psalm 27:1 

 

     Thoughts from Jay  

 ATTENDANCE 
12/22  101 

12/24  182 

12/29  50 

1/5  104 

1/12  127 

1/19  98 

1/26  143 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 9  Evolution Sunday 
February 14  Pre-School Valentine’s  
   Dance,  3:30 pm,  
   Fellowship Hall 
February 21  Room in the Inn 
March 8 & 9  Habitat Build 
March 15 & 16  Habitat Build 

Here’s What’s Going On... 
Mark  
Your  

Calendars… 
 
 
February 2  Inquirer’s Class, 9:15 am 
February 2  Scout Sunday, Scouts  
   wear their uniforms to  `
   church! 
February 2  Souper Bowl Sunday 
   Lunch provided by the  
   Youth Group after church 
February 7  Room in the Inn 

 

Youth Mission Trip 
 

Eleven youth from our CYF group (grades 9-12) (along with Justin Pendley and I) will be travel-
ling to the Dominican Republic next July. They are: 
 

Brendan Armstreet, Catherine Taylor, Darcy Duncan, Drew Taylor, Ellis Aaron, Jagger Parker,  
Joseph Hartley, John Hartley, Lauren Walls, Nash Beasley, and Wyatt Duemler 

 
We’re all very excited about the possibilities and already begun to prepare for this trip. For an 
experience like this one, the entire group is in need of your support. There are several ways 
you can help (or already helping!) 

 
First, continue your faithful giving. When figuring out our church budget, there is a special 

item for youth mission trips. Among other things, your tithes and offerings are going to-
ward send this group to both share and receive God’s light. 

Second, you can pray for us while we’re preparing and especially while we are there. This 
is a BIG trip and we want everything to go smoothly and your prayers will help im-
mensely. 

Third, if your hearts wish and wallets allow, “invest” in our trip. In the month of February, the 
youth will be selling “stocks” of the trip. The youth will keep our stockholders updated 
on the work we do while we are there (through the wonders of blogging) as well as 
hold a stockholders dinner to share our experiences, stories, and photos in person af-
ter we return. Please consider this to be a “smart” investment—we hope it will be a life 
changing experience! 



Firsts are a wonderful thing.  First dates.  

First kisses.  First time to win the Super 

Bowl!   (Oh wait, seems the local fans are 

still waiting for that one.)   ☺ 

 

Well, Sunday was a special day because 

several of our youngest friends had their 

first choir rehearsal.    Ms. Julie came up 

with the idea of starting a preschool choir 

just a few weeks ago, and on day one she 

had 13 young friends hopping up and down 

(“If your name is Lila, stand up!”) and sing-

ing and learning about Zacchaeus, the al-

leged “wee little man.”    

 

Think about it:   you’re three years old, and 

it’s your first choir practice EVER!   Who 

knows – maybe some day one of them will 

be singing opera, or on Broadway, or ... 

simply enjoying all the blessings that music 

has to offer.  It is SO wonderful to watch 

the concentration and joy on the young 

faces as they take this new step in their jour-

ney.   We look forward to their debut in 

Sunday morning worship.  And ... 

 

As the choir 

members keep 

getting smaller 

and smaller, we 

think maybe Ms. 

Julie’s next en-

deavor will be a 

mouse choir.   

We could be:  

“The Nice 

Mice!”   ☺ 

 

From  

the Church 

Mouse ... 

BIBLE TRIVIA QUESTION  

OF THE MONTH: 

In Jesus’s famous Sermon on the Mount, 

there is a section called the “Antitheses,” in 

which Jesus offers contrasts, stricter moral 

guidelines than the law demanded.  What 

did Jesus suggest as an alternative to “An 

eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth?”   For 

extra credit:   What rationale did Jesus offer 

for his teaching that we should love our 

enemies? 
If you know the answer, send it via email 

(jay_ecc@bellsouth.net) or voice mail (227-

2285 and press 1).  Correct answers will have 

their name printed in the next Evangel! 

  

Last Evangel Trivia Contest Winners:     

Steve Walls & Susan McBride.    
Thanks for playing Bible Trivia! 

 

Last Month’s Answer:   In Matthew, the 

angel announced the birth of Jesus to Jo-

seph.  In Luke, the angel appeared to Mary. 

 

 

 

Here are the remaining dates for  

Room in the Inn: 

 

February 7 & 21 

March 7 & 21 

 

There are sign-up sheets for volunteers in the back 

of the sanctuary. 

 Contact Mark Honeycutt 

to learn more! 

honeycuttmw@yahoo.com 



Ray Ashworth 

Rick Brown 

Sandy Burton 

Ted Carson  

Jackie Cathey 

Judith Chisolm 

Kim Daly-Taylor 

Charity Eden 

Crystal Ellithorpe 

Ira Ellithorpe 

Norene Forrester 

Sharon Frech 

Robin Griner 

Billy Hall 

Richard Hamilton 

Wendy Harris 

Grant Houston 

Peggy Jackson 

Michelle Key  

Charley Knauff 

Ben Kooch 
 

 

 

PRAYER  LIST 

Georgetta Madole 

Sherry McFarland 

Annie, Waylon & Clark 

Miller 

Joanna Stanfield  

Montgomery 

Mark Nelson 

Tom Pebworth 

Douglas Ridings 

Olivia Rumsey 

Monica Rutherford 

Minnie Sauls 

Dawn Sears 

Stansfield Family 

Louis Swinger 

Grant Vosburg 

Evelyn Ware 

Sarah Jane Wilson 

Tanya Wooten 

Ralph Young 

Sherri Zerbe 

 THIS MONTH  

IN EASTWOOD HISTORY 

February, 1992 -- At a regular Saturday morning 
meeting, The Disciples Men of Eastwood 
(Christian Men's Fellowship) finalize plans for a 
Ladies Appreciation Luncheon to be held on  
Saturday, April 11. Seventy-two ladies attend 
and enjoy a wonderful lunch, a video filmed by 
Scott Perry and Bob Forrester ("Mother East-
wood" debuts in the video).  A quartet of Bob 
Forrester, Bennett Major, John Schabb and Jay 
Cave sing several wonderful selections. 
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December 2013 Budget Report 

Summary Dec Actual Dec Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget 

Total Income $27,797.31 $19,729.15 $211,408.79 $217,500.00 

Total Expense $29,936.15 $18,102.32 $205,487.58 $217,500.00 

Bottom Line -$2,138.84 $1,626.83 $5,921.21 $0.00 



Religion & Science Sunday – February 9 
 

Over the last 10 years, nearly 13,000 Christian clergy (including 177 from Tennessee) have 

signed the following letter: 

 

The Clergy Letter - from American Christian Clergy 

          – An Open Letter Concerning Religion and Science 
 

Within the community of Christian believers there are areas of dispute and disagreement, in-

cluding the proper way to interpret Holy Scripture. While virtually all Christians take the Bi-

ble seriously and hold it to be authoritative in matters of faith and practice, the overwhelming 

majority do not read the Bible literally, as they would a science textbook. Many of the beloved 

stories found in the Bible – the Creation, Adam and Eve, Noah and the ark – convey timeless 

truths about God, human beings, and the proper relationship between Creator and creation 

expressed in the only form capable of transmitting these truths from generation to generation. 

Religious truth is of a different order from scientific truth. Its purpose is not to convey scien-

tific information but to transform hearts. 

 

We the undersigned, Christian clergy from many different traditions, believe that the timeless 

truths of the Bible and the discoveries of modern science may comfortably coexist. We believe 

that the theory of evolution is a foundational scientific truth, one that has stood up to rigorous 

scrutiny and upon which much of human knowledge and achievement rests. To reject this truth 

or to treat it as “one theory among others” is to deliberately embrace scientific ignorance and 

transmit such ignorance to our children. We believe that among God’s good gifts are human 

minds capable of critical thought and that the failure to fully employ this gift is a rejection of 

the will of our Creator. To argue that God’s loving plan of salvation for humanity precludes 

the full employment of the God-given faculty of reason is to attempt to limit God, an act of hu-

bris. We urge school board members to preserve the integrity of the science curriculum by af-

firming the teaching of the theory of evolution as a core component of human knowledge. We 

ask that science remain science and that religion remain religion, two very different, but com-

plementary 

 forms of truth. 

 

In conjunction with this “Clergy Letter Project,” many  clergy around the country will use the 

Sunday closest to Charles Darwin’s birthday (February 12) as an opportunity to speak to the 

themes of this letter on the complementarity of religion and science. 

 

This year, ECC is excited to welcome Elizabeth Fitch, east Nashville resident and Assistant 

Professor of Biology at Motlow State Community College, to speak on February 9.  Elizabeth 

will be teaching/leading a discussion about Darwin, his spiritual journey, and the theory of 

evolution at 9:15 a.m.    Then during worship she will join Pastor Jay for a conversation about 

life, religion, science, and how we have grown and changed and learned as we try to stay open 

to God’s spirit.   We hope you will join us.  And if you have friends that are “skeptical” about 

religion, this might be a good Sunday to invite them along. 



You are invited to help build a new house through Habitat for Humanity.  2014 Habitat 
build dates are March 8,9,15 and 16.   Hours are 7:00 AM to about 3:00 PM.  We also 
need volunteers for breakfast and lunch on March 9 or March 16.  Breakfast at 7, 
lunch at 11:30. 
 
Dedication 4/13/14 at 2:00 PM. 
 
Location is Park Preserve where we were last year. Address is 4185 Polk Forest Cir-
cle, 37207. 

Home Owner is Youlanda Smith, a young woman with an 8 month old daughter, Ryan. 
Youlanda is a TSU graduate in Criminal Justice and works as a parole officer. 
 
The Habitat folks are making this easier by establishing a central sign up registry for 
volunteers and making more realistic expectations in numbers for volunteers. There is 
a limit of 25 per day which we can easily hit. 
 
This volunteer limit may mean that Eastwood “catering” may be on a day that may not 
be full of Eastwood volunteers, allowing Eastwooders to volunteer any of the 4 days. 
 
As for breakfast, food needs to be on site well before 7 and lunch before 11:30. My 
experience is that few will be there to eat breakfast. I’d plan on a 12 -18 egg biscuit 
things then enough fruit, juice and snacks for the entire crew. So, conservatively, lunch 
should be for 30-35. Please add a few cases of water. 
 

Please copy and paste the links for a date to sign-up as a volunteer: 
  
Construction Day 1 ~ Framing (3/8/14) 

http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/04b60895-4e59-4759-a4af-
6eb14f2eb3a6 

(7:15am – 3:30pm) 

  
Construction Day 2 ~ Framing & Roof (3/9/14) 

http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/3f8e991c-a768-45ec-98ce-
b1c96ae18b92 

(7:15am – 3:30pm) 

  
Construction Day 3 ~ Siding & Insulation (3/15/14) 

http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/d9a98b4a-9859-41d0-92b4-
700512395784 

(7:15am – 3:30pm) 

  
Construction Day 4 ~ Finish Siding (3/16/14)  

http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/b89d23d9-90c3-48b8-95e0-
44068adda59f 

(7:15am – 3:30pm) 

http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/04b60895-4e59-4759-a4af-6eb14f2eb3a6
http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/04b60895-4e59-4759-a4af-6eb14f2eb3a6
http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/3f8e991c-a768-45ec-98ce-b1c96ae18b92
http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/3f8e991c-a768-45ec-98ce-b1c96ae18b92
http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/d9a98b4a-9859-41d0-92b4-700512395784
http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/d9a98b4a-9859-41d0-92b4-700512395784
http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/b89d23d9-90c3-48b8-95e0-44068adda59f
http://web.kindable.com/habitat/Team/About/b89d23d9-90c3-48b8-95e0-44068adda59f


Written by Matthew Fehse 

God will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you 

shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.  

Isaiah 58:11 

In December I travelled to work with partners who suffered damages from Typhoon Haiyan (known as Ty-

phoon Yolanda in the Philippines). Bethany Hospital, founded by The United Church of Christ Philippines 

(UCCP), a Global Ministries partner, suffered significant damages. Flooding surges reached the top of the sec-

ond floor destroying most of the equipment and toppling the emergency generator - rendering the hospital inef-

fective. In spite of this, Bethany continues to serve, offering free medicine and consultations for walk-in pa-

tients. 

 

Bethany opened its doors to Doctors Without Borders and a French medical team from Medecins San Fron-

tieres. A water filtration system was installed and free water given to all the people who came from all corners 

to get barrels filled. It was really great. Bethany is also a site for field coordination and a gathering point for 

pastors from congregations around the area. 

 

Bethany frequently sends out teams to surrounding communities for trauma healing and stress debriefing. For 

children, there are games, one in particular called "Balay (Home), Baguio (Storm), Bata (Children)." It is simi-

lar to musical chairs and children run around screaming and giggling, but when someone calls out "Baguio!" 

they have to change homes made up of two other children facing one another holding hands for a roof. This is 

followed by children sharing how they feel about changing homes because of the storm.  Adults find singing 

and small group discussion places to process feelings and hopes while talking about what to do with the imme-

diate future. 

 

There is a tremendous amount of work ahead, but God's love is present in the laughter, in the distribution of 

food, in the community of people who offer support, like you. Please continue to pray and support Global Min-

istries and the UCCP efforts here. This road we walk with our partner will be a very long one. 

Matthew Fehse, Global Mission Intern, serves with the human rights desk of the United Church of Christ in the 

Philippines and has been working on relief efforts around Typhoon Haiyan. 

February 2014 
 
Presence in Troubled Times 



LECTIONARY READINGS    
         

2/2:  Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12 
2/9:  Isaiah 58:1-9a; Psalm 112:1-9; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12; Matthew 5:13-20 
2/16:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 
2/23:  Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18; Psalm 119:33-40; 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23; Matthew 5:38-48 

SCRIPTURE  READER 
 

February 2  MaryAnn Waters 
February 9  Lindsey Soward 
February 16  Martha Carroll 
February 23  Beth Watkins 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

February 2  Saundra Horner 
February 9  Scott Jamieson 
February 16  Children’s Choir 
February 23  Allison Enari 
 

April 2008  February 2014  
 

The Patience Family will be serving. 

CHILDREN’S  WORSHIP 
 
February 2  Margaret Nourse 
February 9  Teresa Madole 
February 16  Sue Caudill 
February 23  Mandy Lewis 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Kristie and Matthew Holdren 
February 1 

Mary and Prentice Mills 
February 10 

Courtney and Justin Pendley 
February 12 

Mitzi and Steve Dickerson 
February 26 

Nadia Hixon  February 1 
Mark Honeycutt February 2 
Andy Brown  February 3 
Steve Dickerson February 3 
Brendan Armstreet February 4 
Augusta Freeman February 6 
Sam Riggans  February 6 
Emeline Freeman February 7 
Ben Connor  February 8 
Sara McDonald February 8 
Adam Howard February 11 
Lila Howard  February 11 
Peggy Hudson February 11 

Emily Matassa February 12 
Diane Szczesniak February 13 
Betty Wright  February 14 
Elizabeth Brown February 15 
Dylan Ross  February 17 
Kenan Collier  February 18 
Lauren Walls  February 18 
Scott Parker  February 19 
Phillip Tytlandsvik February 21 
Mike Lehman  February 22 
Wyatt Duemler February 26 
Paul Law  February 27 
Ira Ellithorpe  February 28 

February 

Anniversaries 

February Birthdays 
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